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BEREA HOMES COMMUNITY BUILDING—every Sunday meets in Washington 
inter-denominational church services are held here for the 
residents, of all races and creeds, of Berea Homes, a tem- 


porary war housing estate of the Cleveland Metropolitan 
Housing Authority. 
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Administrative Practice in Housing — 


Toward the Objective of Adequate 





Housing for the Entire People | 








The small local authority program . 


represents the biggest part of the public housing 
job. This fact, however well recognized in theory, 
frequently tends to be lost sight of under the 
weight of the multi-million-dollar figures that get 
into most housing discussions. The majority which 
the small local authority program holds came up 
for consideration in the NAHO office several 
times in the past month during final work on the 
1945 Housing Directory, and has led to an examin- 
ation of a few figures. 

According to the Directory, there are now 167 
authorities operating low-rent housing through- 
out the country; another 107 authorities either 
operate war-aided housing and/or have programs 
of war-deferred housing that, after the war, will 
be used for low-rental occupancy. Of this total 
of 274 urban authorities with either low-rent or 
potential low-rent housing, 229, or 84 per cent, 
have less than 1000 family units each. The median 
program for the entire group has 279 units, while 
only nine authorities have more than 4000 units 
each. Of the low-rent programs now operated by 
the 167 authorities, the median has 395 units. 

Because the sizes of these housing programs 
appear to be roughly proportionate to the sizes 
of the cities in which they operate—and because, 
obviously, small cities and towns greatly out- 
number larger cities (while there are 92 cities 
of over 100,000 population each, there are 985 of 
between 10,000 and 100,000)—it would seem that 
even a large postwar expansion of the nation’s 
low-rent program could not be expected to change 
its predominately small-operations character. 

This fact bears emphasizing because it provides 
a clue to the kinds of personnel and operating 
devices that generally are now required and will 
continue to be required to assure efficient per 
formance. NAHO Director Pomeroy’s comments 
on his recent trip to Montana, appearing on page 
107 of this issue of the Journat, draw an interesting 
picture of the “all-around” character of the per- 
sonnel operating the housing of the Montana au- 
thorities—men and women who must be equally 








at home with the intricacies of bond issues, with 
the mechanics of plumbing, and with the tech- 
niques of handling teen-age girls’ clubs. Versatility 
is the keynote in such programs—and not speciali 
zation as in the larger authorities. 

At a glance it might seem that there could be 
no common ground for discussing the problems 
of authorities that- operate with two- and three- 
member staffs and those of an authority such as in 
New York City, with a staff of almost 1000. But 
there is common ground—acres of it. First and 
predominantly, there is the common purpose for 
which all low-rent housing is built; then there are 
n common the system of federal financial assistance 
and the consequent federal requirements under 
which most of the low-rent program operates; and, 
what is more immediately pertinent to this dis 
cussion, there is the common ground of the opera- 
tions which must be performed to achieve the 
common purpose within the same general frame- 
work of requirements. 

Size of program should not be a controlling fac- 
tor in deciding whether or not regular inspection 
of housing units aids property maintenance, tenant 
morale, and good rent collections. Size of program 
does not alter the contribution to efficient perform- 
ance which is made by keeping accounting records 
and budget figures current and in proper balance. 

On and on, the examples of the mutual prob- 
lems of large and small local authority programs 
could be multiplied. The point to be made, how- 
ever, is simple—whether it is a big cake or a small 
one that is being baked, the ingredients that are 
used are the same, and the same criteria of quality 
of materials and of care in preparation apply. As 
wide as may be the differences in the details of 
procedures as between small and large operations, 
there are benefits to be derived from an exchange 
of experience. The vitality of a housing program 
is the reflection of its validity in its particular 
local situation; its breadth of outlook is derived 
from a sense of mutual interest with housing pro- 
grams elsewhere. 
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Notice to All NAHO Members 


Nominations and Election 


Association President Holtzendorft 
has appointed the following Nominat- 
ing Committee for the 1945 annual 
election: 

Chairman: Ray O. Edwards, Execu- 
tive Director, The Housing Authority 
of Jacksonville (Florida); member of 
the of Board of Governors of NAHO 
-3550 Brentwood Avenue, Jackson- 
ville, Florida. 

E. J. Bohn, Director and Secretary, 
Cleveland Metropolitan Housing Au- 
thority; member of the Board of Gov- 
ernors of NAHO—Housing Center, 
West Mall Drive, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Robert Lealand Hunter, Secretary 
and Executive Director, Housing Au- 
thority of the City of Fort Worth; 
member of the Executive and Advisory 
Committee of the Southwest Regional 
Council of NAHO—Box 430, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Joseph Nevin, Executive Director, 
New Jersey Association of Housing 
Authorities—17 Oxford Street, New- 
ark, New Jersey. 

James D. Richardson, staff member, 
Housing Authority of the City of Val- 
lejo; President, Vallejo Chapter of 
NAHO—P. O. Box 1432, Vallejo, Calli- 
fornia. 

In order to permit participation by 
the entire voting membership of the 
Association, the election will be con- 
ducted, so far as possible, in accord- 
ance with the procedure and time 
schedule set forth in the proposed con- 
stitutional revisions approved by the 
Board of Governors at its last meeting 
for submission to the membership. 
(See page 118 of this issue of the Jour- 
nal.) The principal purposes of the re- 
visions relating to procedure for nomi- 
nations and elections are (a) to provide 
an opportunity for suggestions to be 
made to the Nominating Committee, 
and (b) to provide for voting by mail 
ballot, thus giving the entire active 
and public agency membership effective 
voting rights. 

Every member of the Association 
should feel free to offer suggestions 
to any member of the Nominating 
Committee. In order to fit into the 
time schedule for Committee action, all 
such suggestions should be received by 
the member to whom addressed not 
later than August 1. Offices to be filled 
(assuming approval of proposed consti- 
tution revisions enlarging the size of 
the Board of Governors) are as follows: 
president, two vice-presidents at large, 
and twelve members of the Board of 
Governors. (There are also six hold- 
over members of the Board, plus ex- 
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officio members.) 
Nominations 

The Nominating Committee will ob 
serve the provision in the proposed 
constitutional revisions that the Com 
mittee “shall endeavor to select nomi 
nees so as to provide reasonable rep 
resentation in the membership of the 
Board of Governors of the range of 
housing interests, activities, and ad 
ministrative responsibilities found in 
the active membership of the Associa 
tion, as well as reasonable geographical 
distribution of the membership of the 
Board.” It should be noted that the 
“range of interests, etc.” includes hous 
ing officials (a) at all levels of govern- 
ment—local, state, and federal; (b) 
engaged in activities dealing with 
either public or private housing; and 
(c) ranging from commissioners, 
board members, and top administrative 
personnel, through all levels of ad 
ministration and management, to of 
fice and maintenance personnel. 

Only active members are eligible to 
hold office. Under the proposed con 
stitutional revisions, active member 
ship is open to “any person holding 
elective, appointive, or ex-officio posi 
tion on a public body or membership 
in a public authority or being an officer, 
staff member, or consultant of a public 
board, authority, department, or other 
agency having administrative functions 
related directly to housing”’—in other 
words, any person in any branch of 
public service dealing directly with 
housing. 

While only active and public agency 
members of the Association are eligible 
to hold office, it is hoped that as 
sociate members will also take the op 
portunity to offer suggestions to the 
Nominating Committee. 

Election 

Under the proposed constitutional 
revisions, every active member of the 
Association and every public agency 
member (each public agency member 
will have one vote) will receive a mail 
ballot, and the results of the mail bal 
loting will constitute election. Until 
the constitutional revisions are adopted, 
actual election must technically take 
place “at the annual meeting.” Owing 
to travel limitations, a convention-type 
annual meeting can not be held this 
year. Instead, there will be held a 
nominal annual meeting—tentatively 
scheduled for the last week in Septem- 
ber—consisting of the members of the 
Board of Governors and sufficient As- 
sociation members residing in the 
locality of the meeting to provide a 
quorum of at least twenty-five mem- 


bers, as required by the constitution, 
in accordance with the provisions of 
law under which the Association is in 
corporated. In order to accomplish the 
purposes of election by mail ballot 
open to the entire active and agency 
membership, ballots will be mailed as 
provided in the proposed constitutional 
revisions, and the results will be con- 
firmed by the nominal annual meeting, 
which will thus serve as an “electoral 
college” in similar manner to that ob- 
taining in the election of President and 
Vice-President of the United States. 


Constitutional Revisions 


The proposed constitutional revisions 
approved by the Board of Governors 
will be submitted to the entire active 
and public agency membership by mail 
ballot in the same manner as for the 
election of officers and members of the 
Board of Governors, with confirmation 
of the results to take place at the 
nominal annual meeting. 

In addition to the revisions noted 
above—covering nominations and elec 
tions, broadening the basis of Associa 
tion membership, and enlarging and 
broadening the representation in the 
membership of the Board of Governors 

the proposed constitutional revisions 
cover: (a) a broadening of the pur 
poses of the Association; (b) strength 
ening the provisions relating to re 
gional councils, local chapters, and 
membership participation in general; 
(c) clarifying the duties of ofhcers; 
(d) designating the regional council 
presidents as regional vice-presidents 
of the Association and ex-officio mem 
bers of the Board; (e) providing that 
the newly elected officers and Board 
members shall take office on the first 
of December following their election, 
so that the new Board will both formu 
late the annual budget and have virtu 
ally a full year of operation under it; 
(f) making the immediate past presi 
dent and the president-elect ex-officio 
members of the Board of Governors; 
(g) providing that officers and mem 
bers of the Board may not immediately 
succeed themselves in the same office; 
(h) clarifying the provisions as to 
meetings, notices, and quorums, and 
bringing them into conformity with 
legal requirements applying to the As 
sociation as a corporation; (i) requir 
ing an official publication (i.¢., putting 
established practice in this regard into 
the constitution); (j) providing that 
constitutional amendments may be 
adopted by mail ballot, as well as at 
annual meetings, and omitting the 
present provision authorizing the 
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Board of Governors to amend the con- 
stitution subject to subsequent veto by 
the membership; and (k) if the mem- 
bership, at the time of voting on these 
revisions, also approves certain pro- 
posals conditional on which the Man- 
agement Division will be reabsorbed 
into the Association as a whole (see 
page 113 of this issue of the Journal), 
omitting the present constitutional pro- 
vision for functional divisions of the 
Association. 

The ballots on the constitutional re- 
visions, as mailed to the voting mem- 
bership, will be accompanied by the 
full text of the proposed revisions, to- 
gether with the text of the present 
constitution and an explanation of the 
revisions. 

Of particular interest is the proposed 
revision broadening the purposes of the 
Association. The new statement of 
purposes would read as follows: 

“Toward attainment of the ultimate 
objective of the provision of adequate 
housing for the entire people, it shall 
be the purpose of the Association to 
improve the standards and practices of 
all phases of public administration 
which are related directly to housing, 
by: exchanging information; engaging 
in research; publishing the results of 
studies; conducting meetings, confer- 
ences, and institutes; bringing about 
consultation among officials having re- 
lated housing interests; cooperating and 
collaborating with other agencies, as- 
sociations, and groups, both public and 
private, having similar or related pur- 
poses; and in all proper ways seeking 
to improve the proficiency of public 
agencies and persons engaged in pub- 
lic administration in the field of hous- 
ing.” 





WILMINGTON, North Carolina, is 
demonstrating, through a housing pro- 
gram, a good example of inter-agency 
cooperation at various levels of gov- 
ernment. Some time ago, HOLC con- 
verted 133 apartments at Wrightsville 
Beach for war workers under the 
Homes Use Program. The Housing 
Authority of the City of Wilmington 
helped in choosing sites and in ne- 
gotiating leases. The apartments are 
managed by local real estate agents as 
brokers, first for HOLC, now for 
FPHA, which later took over the pro- 
gram. Recently, the brokers found 
difficulty in obtaining labor and sup- 
plies to keep the buildings in good 
condition. At FPHA’s request, the 
Housing Authority agreed to perform 
the maintenance work. Work will be 
done on a work-order basis, not in- 
volving the Authority in management 
decisions. 
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WILMINGTON, Delaware, has just 
adopted a health and sanitary code 
with broad powers to enforce cleanli- 
ness of dwellings, alleys, and courts. 
The code—a streamlined compilation 
of the many health regulations scat- 
tered through the city statute books— 
creates a health department. Housing 
provisions of the code authorize the 
health commissioner to condemn unfit 
dwellings, holding tenants as well as 
landlords responsible _ for 
dwellings in good condition. 

BIRMINGHAM property owners ob- 
jected several years ago when the site 
of a proposed low-rent project for 
Negro occupancy was chosen by the 
Housing Authority of the Birmingham 
District. Despite such protests, the Au- 
thority built the Southtown develop- 
ment on that site. After the develop- 
ment had been in operation nearly a 
year, many of the more prominent pro- 
testors apologized. “They made the 
statement that the project actually 
tended to improve the entire neighbor- 
hood,” writes-.the Authority’s Execu- 
tive Director, J. C. deHoll. 

PHILADELPHIA’s Housing Auth- 
ority sponsored two public hearings in 
May to formulate a postwar housing 
program. Those invited to participate 
included government officials and rep- 
resentatives of real estate, insurance, 
labor, and civic groups. Practically all 
of the speakers agreed that public hous- 
ing is necessary to accommodate fam- 
ilies who can not afford even the 
cheapest dwellings built by private en- 
terprise. Immediate postwar plans to 
build 35,000 privately-financed houses, 
including new developments for Negro 
occupancy, were announced by an ofh- 
cial of the Home Builders Association. 
Another speaker cautioned that before 
slum clearance is undertaken, housing 
facilities should be provided for oc- 
cupants of the development site. 

FORT WORTH citizens now have 
answers to popular questions concern- 
ing housing authority operations. In a 
fourteen-page booklet, “A Practical 
Primer of the Public Housing Pro- 
gram,” the Housing Authority of the 
City of Fort Worth points out the basic 
facts of publicly-subsidized housing and 
some of the fallacies of opposition to 
it. In all, twenty questions are posed 
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and answered. They range from 
“What is public housing?” to “What 
is being done in Fort Worth to meet 
the postwar housing needs of the low 
income group in the community?” 

NEWARK’s Real Estate Board states 
that it is in full accord with a plan to 
rebuild one-twelfth of the city through 
public and private redevelopment dur- 
ing the next twenty-five years. The 
plan, which calls for the construction 
and modernization of more than 75,000 
houses, has been proposed by the Cen- 
tral Planning Board, the city’s official 
planning agency. Included are a pub 
lic housing program of 5000 units to 
be built by the Newark Housing Au- 
thority and a 3000-unit private devel- 
opment to be built by the Prudential 
Insurance Company for families whose 
incomes are too low for private hous- 
ing and too high for low-rent public 
housing. The Real Estate Board “has 
taken a stand that all public housing 
projects for low-income families should 
be erected only in blighted areas where 
a comparable number of substandard 
dwellings are eliminated simultaneous- 
ly.” 

In an editorial, in which is pointed 
out the fact that the Newark Author- 
ity’s voluntary payments in lieu of 
taxes have exceeded the taxes levied on 
the sites prior to slum clearance, the 
Newark Evening News declared: “The 
excess is not the full measure of the 
city’s gain, for it takes no account of 
the social and economic benefits these 
projects have brought to the whole 
community. . . . The total result is a 
vindication of the public housing move- 
ment and a justification for its expan- 
sion in the postwar period.” 

HOUSTON ’s social agencies and the 
Housing Authority of the City of 
Houston are working out a program 
of cooperation to develop higher stand- 
ards of health, housing, recreation, and 
education for the residents of the Au- 
thority’s six developments. Most urgent 
need is an out-of-school program for 
the more than 4000 children living 
there. To describe its requirements 
and facilities, the Authority has pub- 
lished a booklet as a report to the 
group-work section of the Council of 
Social Agencies — “Just Looking 
Around for a Community Plan.” 
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COST MEASUREMENT IN URBAN REDEVELOPMENT 


A review of a publication by this name which was recently issued by the Na- 
tional Committee on Housing, Inc. The book was written by Miles L. Colean 
and Arthur P. Davis. See listing in June Journal of Housing, page 100. 


This monumental work represents a 
forward step in a field which has been 
the subject of much speculative discus- 
sion and abstract analysis. It has been 
badly needed by the many investiga- 
tors and students who have for sev- 
eral years been exploring the prob- 
lems and potentialities of urban re- 
development. Redevelopment studies, 
when related to specific projects, re- 
quire laborious calculation. Here is an 
instrument which can greatly facilitate 
this work by reducing the time re- 
quired for purely mechanical calcula- 
tions, thus freeing the analyst for the 
consideration of more fundamental as- 
pects of the problem. 

The NCH manual is so new that 
insufficient time has elapsed to apply 
it to any of the case studies now being 
initiated. However, an examination in- 
dicates many important ways in which 
the charts and graphs can be effectively 
utilized. With this tool in hand, 
analyses of projects can be made in a 
fraction of the time formerly required. 
In my “Analysis of a Typical Urban 
Redevelopment Project” (published in 
the 1943 proceedings of the American 
Society of Planning Officials), an at- 
tempt was made to show the effect ol 
varying a few of the fundamental fac- 


tors in urban redevelopment. If the’ 


NCH study had been available at the 
time this paper was in preparation, it 
would have been of immeasurable 
assistance. 


Rentals Critical Factor 


Some attempt was made to cover a 
part of this ground in graphs published 
by James Ford in “Slums and Hous- 
ing” in 1936. Here small-scale curves 
were presented, showing relation of 
room rentals to land cost, building 
height, .coverage, building cost, main- 
tenance, and interest rates. However, 
these graphs were merely indicative of 
the possibilities and did not approach 
the scope and usability of the graphs 
provided in the present publication. 

The authors have gone straight to 
the essential question involved in urban 
redevelopment—the required rental. In 
every case, the possibility and _prac- 
ticality of redevelopment projects are 
dependent on the rentals that must be 
set in order to amortize the investment. 
The recognition of this critical aspect 
of the problem by Messrs. Colean and 
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GEORGE F. EMERY 
Director of City Planning, 
Detroit 


Mr. Emery was asked to review this 
important book because the Detroit 
City Plan Commission was one of the 
first (and few) planning agencies to 
make a cost analysis of a specific urban 
redevelopment project; he is, therefore, 
qualified by experience to judge the 
usefulness of the new NCH manual, 
which has been characterized as the 
“Norden bombsight” for the detection 
of redevelopment costs. 


In May 1943 Mr. Emery presented a 
paper on the “Analysis of a Typical 
Urban Redevelopment Proposal” at the 
joint meeting of NAHO and _ the 
American Society of Planning Officials. 
In this presentation, complete figures 
were indicated for a hypothetical de- 
velopment, including the financial 
structure, working through to the re- 
sultant rentals required. The paper also 
indicated possible variations in the re- 
sulting rental obtainable by varying the 
land cost, density, and financing rates. 
Relation and effect of these basic fac- 
tors in redevelopment were illustrated 
and emphasized. This was perhaps the 
first time that such a picture had been 
presented. NCH’s “bombsight” is de- 


signed to facilitate such analyses. 


Davis and their tying-in to it all the 
variables involved is perhaps the most 
important characteristic of “Cost Meas- 
urement in Urban Redevelopment.” 

Most students of redevelopment have 
generally found it unavoidable to reject 
the single-family type of development 
because of the high unit cost of land 
and utilities. However, the inclusion 
of single-family, detached units in cost 
measurement will be valuable for com 
parative purposes and may reveal un- 
expected possibilities in certain areas of 
low land cost. 

It is extremely interesting to me to 
find that the assumptions on density 
upon which the NCH study is based 
correspond very closely to the tentative 
conclusions we have reached in this 
office. Some studies on the economic 


aspects and practicality of various 
densities for particular land use pat 
terns can be verified through the charts 
and tables. 


Tax Basis May Be Open to 
Question 


In considering the material on real 
estate taxes, there is some doubt as to 
whether the maximum tax rate indi 
cated, 3 per cent, will be sufficient for 
all jurisdictions. In cities having close 
to 100 per cent valuations and relative- 
ly high tax rates, the use of a higher 
hgure than 3 per cent may be re 
quired. There may be some possible 
question on the sections on taxes, 
where a reduced value of the land 
after acquisition and clearance must be 
used in computing operating costs on a 
completed project. 

Those parts of the report which dem 
onstrate practical limitations on the use 
of different housing types will be per 
tinent for many explorations. The 
effect of higher costs of construction, 
etc., can be appraised at a glance. 

There is going to be increased rec 
ognition on the part of investigators 
in the redevelopment held as to the 
importance of housing types in relation 
to the living requirements of the peo 
ple. Not all types of housing are 
equally conducive to sound family life. 
The social needs of families must, 
therefore, be given adequate considera 
tion—otherwise what seems to be a 
solution of a financial problem may 
prove illusory and in vain. 


In the early stages of exploration of 
urban redevelopment, emphasis was 
placed on finding any practical scheme 
of rebuilding. It was thought that 
rentals within the general range pre 
vailing in the entire community would 
be sufficient to assure the success of a 
project. In fact, it was often thought 
desirable to provide redevelopment 
projects at relatively high rentals in 
order to broaden and strengthen the 
economic base of a central business 
area, around which most of these proj 
ects were located. As we delve further 
into the problem, however, this aspect 
seems both less desirable and less realis 
tic. Such an approach neglects the needs 
and interests of the present occupants 
of blighted areas and is unduly opti 
mistic with respect to a reshuffling and 
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resettling of the population of a city. 


The Human Element 


While high rentals may seem to ren 
der a proposed project financially feasi 
ble, there is considerable doubt as to 
their practicality. The 
blighted areas are generally people in 


occupants of 


need of better housing and frequently 
incapable of paying economic rents to 
obtain it. Our experience here in De 
troit is probably illustrative of other 
study of typical 


cities. In a two 


blighted areas now housing 2600 fam 
ilies, only 400 paid a rent of $30 or 
more. In one of 
61 of 990 families paid rent at 
Since 


quire housing accommodations com 


the two areas, only 
this 
level. most of these families re 
prising four or more rooms, it 1S ob 
that their 
render them eligible for new housing 


In fact, if the land 


vious incomes would not 


at economic rents. 


cost were reduced to zero, such tam 
ilies could not pay for new housing 
unless subsidized or assisted in some 


way. 

A general shuffling of blighted area 
occupants to other sections of the city 
and a resettlement of the rebuilt area 
by higher-income groups on any large 
scale is not only unlikely to occur but 
is socially undesirable. Messrs. Colean 
and Davis are to be highly commended 
for calling attention to this often over 
looked or deliberately slighted angle in 
urban redevelopment. 

The Detroit City Plan Commission, 
as well as other concerned 
with housing, is continuing intensive 


agencies 


studies of ways and means of financing 
land acquisition. In particular, these 
investigations must consider the tenants 
or owners potentially available for re 
development projects. The analysis 
must cover the family characteristics, 
rent-paying capacity, and 
home-buying power of the possible cus 
tomers. Realistic redevelopment 
posals must include a careful check on 
their effects on the entire community 

on how the economic and social bal 
ances may be disturbed—how the re 
sultant changes may be compensated 
for and absorbed. 


income, 


pro 


“Cost Measurement in Urban Rede 
velopment” is a welcome addition to 
the few available tools in this field and 
its use will assure quick and accurate 
results. Let us hope that the sponsors 
of this publication, the National Com 
mittee on Housing, will continue their 
pioneering efforts in the field and will 
supply other similar labor-saving de- 
vices to the workers who are gradually 
reducing the problem and converging 
upon financially and socially adequate 
solutions. 
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TENANTS’ AGES, JOBS, FAMILY SIZE, 
HOME TOWNS CHARTED 


The Housing Authority of the 
County of King, Washington, has pub 
lished a statistical analysis of the char 


acteristics of its war housing tenants. 


Professor Calvin F. Schmid and Lois 
Parker Utt prepared the booklet—the 
first of a series of studies which the 


Authority plans to publish in connec 
tion with its current research program. 

The study covers 9255 residents of 
ten war housing developments in King 
County with respect to the following: 
(1) number of each de 
velopment; (2) composition of popu 


residents in 


lation by age and sex; (3) size of 
families; (4) residents’ place of origin; 
(5) employment status. Residents’ ap 
plication cards were the source of the 
data. 

At least 
the study. 


uses are found for 
“First, it embodies impor 
tant information which can be used in 
day-by-day administrative work. Sec 
ond, it provides essential data in the 


four 


planning of basic policies and programs. 
Third, statistics such as this study af 
fords are indispensable as background 
material for more specialized research 
undertakings. Fourth, studies of this 
kind also possess value, especially from 
other 


to fed 


a comparative standpoint, to 
housing authorities as well as 
eral housing agencies.” 
Material under each of the headings 
is presented in graphs similar to the 
one shown above. Brief explanations 
and qualify 


For example, 


accompany each graph. 


the text for the chart of 
age and Sex composition ot population 
explains that a 


of the 


“notable characteristic 
age and sex composition of the 
residents in_ these housing projects 1s 
the extraordinarily high proportion of 
young adults as well as of 
under 10 This 
brought into clear relief when a com 
parison is made with the total 
lation of King County in 1940.” 


children 


years ol fact 1S 


age. 


popu 
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are urged to do so. 


program. 





considered at the 


We very much appreciate the cooperation of some 200 NAHO 
members who have already completed and returned the question 
naire distributed early last month entitled “What Do You Think 
An analysis of the returns up to 
Board 
will prove exceedingly useful in setting final editorial policies for 
It you have not yet returned the questionnaire, you 
Expressions of membership opinion on any 
and all Association affairs are of great benefit to the Association's 


meeting on June 22 and 
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THREE STATE HOUSING ASSOCIATIONS MEET, ELECT OFFICERS 


During May and June three state 
associations of housing authorities met 
and elected officers: in Montana, Ten 
nessee, and Mississippi. 


Mississippi Association Formed 


On May 30 and 31 in New Orleans, 
the executive directors of all Mississippi 
local authorities and the commissioners 
of several of them met to form the 
Mississippi Housing Association, with 
all directors and commissioners in the 
state declared eligible for membership. 
Present at the meeting in addition to 
the above were John P. Broome, 
FPHA’s Region IV Director, and Wil 
liam P. Guste, Counsel of the Housing 
Authority of New Orleans, who ad 
dressed the meeting on general hous 
ing problems and on urban redevelop 
ment. 


Officers elected at the meeting for 
the coming year were : President, W. 
W. George, Executive Director of the 
Meridian Authority; Vice-President, 
J. R. Borthwick, Executive Director of 
the Hattiesburg Authority; Secretary 
Treasurer, D. B. Cooley, Director of 
the Laurel Authority. The Associa 
tion’s next annual meeting was sche 
duled for Clarksdale, Mississippi, in 
May 1946. 


Tennessee Association Holds 
Special Meeting 


On June 7 some sixty-five members 
of the Tennessee Association of Hous 
ing Authorities met in Jackson. Seven 
major subjects were discussed during 
the day, in addition to the business ot 
the Association. There was a_ panel 
discussion of urban redevelopment and 
of the re-examination of tenants’ in 
come; a report on the NAHO-FPHA 
study course being conducted in Re 
gion IV; a comparison of costs and 
an evaluation of Tennessee housing 
authority programs; a presentation ot 
Memphis painting costs; a general sum- 
mary of Tennessee housing operations 
from FPHA Region IV Director John 
P. Broome; and an address by NAHO 
Regional President Brown Nicholson 
on “How Can Housing Officials Im- 
prove the Public Housing Program.” 

Elected for the coming year were: 
President, Gerald Gimre, Executive 
Director, Nashville Housing Author- 
ity; Vice-President, R. M. Wisdom, 
Chairman of the Jackson Housing 
Authority; Vice-President, Dr. Spencer 
McCallie, Commissioner, Chattanooga 
Housing Authority; and _ Secretary, 
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George Guy, of the Nashville Hous 
ing Authority. 


Annual Meeting of Montana 
Association Held 


R. D. Tobin, Executive Director ot 
the Helena Housing Authority, was 
reelected President of the Montana 
Association of Housing Officials at the 
annual meeting of the Association, held 
in Butte on June 9. Also reelected 
were Vice-President James J. Brett, 
Executive Director of the Housing Au 
thority of the City of Butte, and Secre 
tary Gladys H. Ferguson, Executive 
Director of the Housing Authority of 
the City of Anaconda. Commissioners 
and staff personnel were present from 
all four housing authorities in Mon 
tana—Anaconda, Butte, Great Falls, 
and Helena. 

Mr. Tobin, who is also a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Pacifx 
Northwest Council — ot 
NAHO, reported on his attendance 
at a meeting of the Executive Com 
mittee in Seattle on May 4. He said 
that it was strongly brought out at 
that meeting that NAHO’s usefulness 
is found in all three phases of the As 
sociation’s program—in national activi 
ties, in the work of regional councils, 
and in state and local chapter opera 
tions. He recommended that the Mon 


Regi nal 


tana Association consider becoming a 
state chapter of NAHO. The meeting 
thereupon authorized the appointment 





WHY THE JOURNAL 
IS LATE 


The publication of this issue 
of The Journal of HOUSING 
has been delayed beyond the 
established publication date of 
the 10th of each month in order 
to permit reporting to the mem 
bership of the Association on (a) 
the action of the Board of Gover 
nors on proposed constitutional 
revisions, particularly as affecting 
nominations and elections; and 
(b) the appointment by Presi 
dent Holtzendorff of a Nomi 
nating Committee. It was felt 
that these matters should be pre 
sented to the membership as 
soon as possible, in order to faci 
litate proceedings for conducting 
the annual election in the ab 
sence of a convention-type an 


nual meeting. 











of a committee to investigate and re 
port on the matter, and Mr. Tobin 
appointed Mrs. Ferguson, Mr. Brett, 
Frank E. Wilcocks, Vice-Chairman of 
the Great Falls Housing Authority, 
M. E. Anderson, Chairman of the 
Helena Housing Authority, and Wil 
liam A. Austin, Executive Director of 
the Great Falls Authority 

NAHO Director Pomeroy was in 
attendance at the meeting and dis 
cussed the Association’ s program, 
particularly in relation to regional 
council and chapter activities. Also in 
attendance were Robert George, George 
Harris, and Roger Spaulding of the 
Region VII office of the Federal Pub 
lic Housing Authority 


Director Pomeroy’s Comments 
on Montana Housing 


Director Pomeroy had the following 
to say on his return to the NAHO 
central office in Chicago 

“Those who may regard public 
housing as largely a ‘big-city’ enter 
prise should observe 


ts operations in 
the four cities of Montana which have 
ictive programs. So should those who 
think that public housing is primarily 
an activity of the federal government 
Here, in comparatively small cities, 
are highly successful public housing 
programs, serving real community 
needs, and operated by local peopl 
as living parts of local communities 
“On this trip I visited only Helena 
(population, 15,056) and Butte (popu 
lation, 37,081), but what I saw there, 
coupled with the records of operation 
of the programs in Anaconda (popula 
tion, 11,004) and Great Falls (popula 
tion, 29,928) provides a stirring picture 
of the fine expression of American 
democracy that is found in public 
housing—a linking of local responsibil 
ity and federal assistance, for the serv 
ice of the people. (The foregoing 
population figures are as of 1940.) 
“In Helena, the Samuel V. Stewart 
Homes is made up of 72 units of 
grouped dwellings. The entire man 
agement staff consists of R. D. Tobin, 
Executive Director-Manager, and his 
assistant, Mrs. Mary Boone. Dick, with 
Mary's assistance, is executive director, 
manager, tenant relations supervisor, 
project services director, maintenance 
crew, and everything else. In Butte, 
Executive Director Jimmie Brett oper 
ates similarly. With 225 units in Silver 
Bow Homes, he has the assistance of 
two persons in the office and one main 
tenance man. In both groups of 
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houses, the value of the close personal 
relationship of staff with tenants is 
reflected in the appearance of the 
dwellings, the yards, and the other 
open spaces. These are homes, occupied 
by self-respecting citizens who take 
pride in their neighborhood and their 
city. It need not be added that opera 
tions of this kind also mean dollars 
and cents on the credit side of the 
operating costs ledger. 

“It was pleasing to observe that the 
commissioners of the Montana authori 
ties take an active part in the affairs 
of the Montana Association of Housing 
Officials. 

“My comments on the trip would be 
incomplete without reference to Mon 
tana hospitality. It is wholehearted and 
most enjoyable—even though some 
what strenuous. Also, a visit to Butte 
always includes dinner at the Rocky 
Mountain Cafe (in Meaderville, ad 
joining Butte)—a place that has be 
come so much of an institution that 
reference to it can not be charged 
with being advertising. Legendary are 
its steaks; legendary, but not histori 
ial: we had ‘em. I 
description 


won't essay a 
it wouldn’t be patriotic to 
encourage travel. 

“During the evening following the 
meeting there was talk of a fishing 
trip the next day, Sunday; but it 
snowed most of the next morning. 
(Note that this was in June.) I am 
looking forward to my next trip to 
Montana.” 


GEORGE EVANS DIES 


Evans, Chairman of the 
Authority of the City of 
Pittsburgh since its inception in 1937 
and a member of the Pittsburgh City 
Council, died on June 8 after having 
been seriously ill for several months. 
He was one of Pennsylvania’s housing 
veterans 


George 
Housing 


a sponsor of the state Hous 
ing Authority Act, for many years 
Chairman of the Pennsylvania State 
Board of Housing, and an early advo 
cate of a program of urban redevelop 
ment. 

As a part of his active housing ca- 
reer, Mr. Evans was a leader in the 
affairs of NAHO. He was President of 
the Association during most of its 
1940-41 year, having succeeded to the 
office from the Vice-Presidency when 
Charles F. Palmer resigned as Presi 
dent when he became Defense Hous 
ing Coordinator. He had been a mem 
ber of the Board since 1937 and con 
tinued as a Governor for two years 
following his term as President. 

Mr. Evans’ long housing service was 
marked by vision and_ ingenuity. 
As superintendent of the Pittsburgh 
Bureau of Building Inspection, in 1934 
he initiated a program of substandard 
property demolition that has resulted 
in the demolition of 6000 slum houses 
without cost to the city, a plan still in 


operation. In his leadership of the 








local authority, he sponsored the na 
tionally renowned plan of leveling off 
hilltops for development sites, using 
the earth from the sliced-off tops to fill 
in ravines, converting them to play 
grounds. Back in 1942 and 1943 when 
urban redevelopment proposals first be 
gan to take on importance, he formu 
lated a five-year plan to wipe out 300 
acres of notorious Pittsburgh slums 
through the joint efforts of public and 
private enterprise. On the basis of this 
study of the problems of urban rede 
velopment, he was asked to serve as a 
trustee of the Urban Land Institute. 

The commissioners of the Pittsburgh 
Authority have passed a_ resolution 
which reads in part as _ follows: 
“WHEREAS, throughout his chair 
manship George E. Evans manifested 
the highest degree of civic responsibil 
ity, altruistic vision and service to the 
cause of housing; and WHEREAS, the 
removal of George E. Evans from our 
midst is a loss of great proportion to 
the cause of slum clearance and low 
rent public housing throughout the 
community; NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Housing 
Authority of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby express its deep regret at 
his passing and its profound gratitude 
for the services that George E. Evans 
rendered to it during his lifetime .. .” 





NOTEWORTHY FPHA MANUAL 


RELEASES 





Classification of Project Management 
Income and Expense Accounts 
Bulletin No. 52, revised July 1, 1945. 
A revision of Bulletin No. 52; applies 
to all FPHA-owned developments, 
whether directly-operated or leased. 


Revision of Bulletin No. 52 
Circular, dated June 5, 1945. 

Explains changes made in each ot 
the income and expense accounts in 
the revised bulletin; includes an ac- 
count classification outline. 


Index to Housing Manager's Manual 
Released May 25, 1945. 

Itemizes all contents of the manual 
which deal with FPHA directly-op 
erated developments. 

Instructions for Basic Data on Low- 

Rent Developments 
Commissioner's Order, Manual Section 
3142:1, approved May 24, 1945. 


Establishes policy with respect to 
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use of official record (Form FPHA 
1336-P) of basic data on all low-rent 
developments. 


Insurance on Federally-Owned 67! 

Developments 
Manual Sections 3820:7, 4820:6, 6820:1, 
approved June 5, 1945; effective June 
25, 1945. 

Sets forth the insurance requirements 
on federally-owned 671 developments 
which are leased to local authorities or 
operated directly by FPHA. 


Refunding Outstanding Bonds on 
FPHA-Aided Developments 
Commissioner's Order, Manual Section 
3436:1, approved May 30, 1945, 
Describes procedure by which FPHA 
approves local housing authority re 
quests to refund outstanding bonds in 
accordance with uniform policies. 


Rent Collections and Evictions on 
Directly-Operated Developments 


Vianual Sections 3635:4 and 6635:]1, 
approved May 22, 1945; effective June 
9, 1945, 

For managers of FPHA directly 
operated developments; describes in de 
tail procedures to be followed in main 
taining good rent collections and bring 
ing about evictions when necessary. 


Service Manuals for Preway Kerosene 
and Gasoline Stoves 
Circular, dated May 30, 1945. 

Advises housing developments that 
have such stoves and that have not 
received copies of service manuals, to 
request the material from the regional 
planning officer. 


Training Outlines for Operation Pre- 
way, Duo-Therm, and International 
Stoves; Space and Water Heaters 

Training Outline, May 7, 1945. 

See page 116 for description of these 
training manuals. 
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President Truman Calls for 
Federal Aid to Housing 

President Truman on June 1 de- 
clared housing to be a community re- 
sponsibility. The occasion for the Pres- 
ident’s first statement on housing since 
he took office in April was the annual 
membership meeting of the National 
Public Housing Conference in Wash- 
ington on June 19. NPHC President 
Bryn J. Hovde read to the meeting a 
letter from the President which ad- 
vocated federal aid to help private en- 
terprise accomplish the major share of 
the postwar housing job, and, con- 
tinued with the statement that the 
federal government also has a respon- 
sibility to help local communities pro- 
vide housing for low-income families 
who can not afford private dwellings. 

In addition to Dr. Hovde, the speak- 
ers at the NPHC meeting were FPHA 
Commissioner Klutznick and Senators 
Wagner, Ellender, and Taft. The three 
senators drew broad outlines of pro- 
posed housing legislation and felt that 
they could unite to achieve a bi-partisan 
approach toward a comprehensive na- 
tional housing program. Each agreed 
that some public housing was neces- 
sary, but differed in their views as to 
the scope of the program. Senator 
Wagner called for a federally-aided 
housing program of at least 360,000 
family units a year to rent for $20 or 
less per month. Senator Taft, however, 
advocated that not more than 100,000 
such units be constructed each year 
for the next five years. 

Senator Taft highly commended the 
presentation made by NHA Admin- 
istrator Blandford before the Taft Sub- 
committee on Housing and Urban Re- 
development last January, while both 
Senators Wagner and Ellender specifi- 
cally supported the continuation of the 
National Housing Agency as a perma- 
nent agency. Senator Wagner empha- 
sized that public housing is still a con- 
troversial issue. He said his long ex- 
perience with legislation having a social 
purpose led him to feel that there 
might be a fight over the public hous- 
ing aspects of any proposed measure. 
If a comprehensive bill would seem to 
obscure the importance of public hous- 
ing or to limit it unduly, he proposed 
to sponsor separate public housing leg- 
islation in order to carry on the fight 
independently of other considerations. 
He repeated, however, his real hope 
for a comprehensive approach. 

Senator Ellender’s speech was a 
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frank statement of the difficulties 
which face public housing advocates in 
securing additional legislation. He par- 
ticularly urged a comprehensive bill 
covering all phases of housing. 
Congress Gives Serious Attention 
To Veterans’ Housing Needs 

Temporaries for Veterans: Last 
month, Congress took a number of 
steps to alleviate the housing problems 
of returning servicemen. President Tru- 
man signed a bill on June 23 amend- 
ing the Lanham Act to provide for 
the transfer or construction of tem- 
porary war housing for veterans and 
servicemen’s families who can not af- 
ford to build homes under the “GI 
Bill” loan provisions and the H-3 prior- 
ities program. 

The bill, an outgrowth of Lanham 
Committee hearings held in May, adds 
a new Title V to the Lanham Act. 
Under this Title, the NHA Adminis- 
trator is authorized to (1) house vet- 
erans and service families in vacant 
temporary public war housing which 
can not yet be considered as surplus to 
the war needs of the area; (2) move 
surplus temporary war housing to areas 
where there is critical need for veterans’ 
housing; (3) construct additional pub- 
lic temporary housing where the need 
can not be met by using existing struc- 
tures. Representative Lanham has 
pointed out that the bill does not in- 
crease the authorization of funds ap- 
proved by Congress in April. 

Any housing constructed under Title 
V would be subject to the removal 
requirements which apply to all tem- 
porary Lanham Act housing. How- 
ever, some who have questioned the 
wisdom of the measure fear that this 
provision might be difficult to enforce 
in the case of veterans. 

Extension of “GI Bill” Provisions: 
Senator Johnson of Colorado and Rep- 
resentative Kearney of New York have 
introduced companion bills designed 
to liberalize the loan provisions of the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act. The 
bills would amend Title III of the Act 
in accordance with recent American 
Legion proposals. Principal features of 
the bills would make the following 
changes: 

(1) Extend to five years after separa- 
tion from the service or after the end 
of the war, the time limit in which 
a veteran may apply for a loan. The 
present limit is two years. 

(2) Guarantee business loans for the 
purchase of inventories as well as for 


the construction or repair of business 
property. 

(3) Guarantee farm loans for the 
purchase of seed; feed, and fertilizer, as 
well as for farm property. 

(4) Liberalize provisions for allow- 
ing building and loan associations to 
make unsecured and junior mortgage 
loans up to $2000. 

(5) Authorize all national banks to 
make loans to veterans. 

(6) Authorize a blanket guarantee 
of 15 per cent of total business loans 
up to $4000 made by lending institu- 
tions under the Act. 

Both houses of Congress are consider- 
ing measures to provide housing for 
veterans attending educational institu- 
tions under the Servicemen’s Read- 
justment Act. The bills call for either 
publicly-financed low-rent housing for 
such veterans and their families or in- 
creased rental allowances to permit 
them to occupy private housing. 

Other recent bills have been intro 
duced to increase the limitation on 
the value of guaranteed home loans 
and to extend some of the benefits of 
the Act to members of the Merchant 
Marine and to widows and wives of 
veterans. 


Supreme Court Refuses to Review 
Restrictive Covenants 


The United States Supreme Court 
late in May refused to rule on the con- 
stitutionality of restrictive covenants. A 
lower court decision sustained the 
validity of such a covenant in Wash- 
ington, D. C., and the Supreme Court 
would not consider an application for 
a writ of certiorari to review that deci- 
sion. Although the Court’s negative 
action in this case is not a definitive 
ruling on the subject of restrictive 
covenants, it has the effect of enforc- 
ing the covenant in question. 

WPB Relaxes Construction 
Order L-41 


Certain types of construction are now 
permitted without WPB authorization, 
according to an amendment to con- 
struction control order L-41 announced 
on May 29. Where formerly an annual 
limit of $200 applied to repair, main- 
tenance, and new construction for one- 
to five-family houses, the new cost 
limits are as follows: one-family house, 
including farmhouse, $1000; two-family 
house, $2000; three-family house, 
$3000; four-family house, $4000; five- 
family house, and hotel or apartment 
house for six or more families, $5000. 
Other increases in cost limits affect 
charitable institutions, farms, and com- 
mercial and industrial construction. 

Another relaxation approved under 
the new order permits preliminary 
earth-moving operations to be under- 
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Missouri Urban Redevelopment 
Bill to Include Kansas City 

Now before the Missouri Legislature 
is a bill to supplement the 1943 Urban 
Redevelopment Corporations Act. Rede- 
velopment corporations in cities with 
populations from 300,000 to 700,000 
would be granted the right of eminent 
domain for land assembly. Kansas City 
would be the only city affected by the 
bill, just as St. Louis is the only city 
to which the earlier measure applies. 


Michigan Municipalities May 
Acquire Land for Rehabilitation 

Any Michigan municipality may as- 
semble land for public use or for pri- 
vate redevelopment under the terms 
of an act recently adopted in that state. 
However, in this measure, which has 
had the backing of real estate groups, 
“public use . . . shall not be construed 
to include housing or any other type 
of structure or service for the benefit 
of any special . . . persons or groups.” 

Power of eminent domain and re- 
sponsibility for the preparation of de- 
velopment plans are vested in local 
legislative bodies. No land can be con- 
demned without the approval of three- 
fifths of the property owners in the 
district, and “no resident-owner in a 
development area shall be dispossessed 
after condemnation until other 
adequate housing accommodations are 
provided.” Further, the development 
plan must include “provision for the 
relocation of the people living in the 
area . . .” Funds for carrying out the 
law’s provisions may be obtained from 
general city taxes, bond issues, or 
special assessments. 


Ohio Postpones Bill to Restore 
Tax Exemption to Public Housing 
Indefinitely postponed through action 
of a committee of the Ohio House of 
Representatives is a bill which would 


taken without WPB authorization. 
However, such operations are permitted 
only if no lumber or other permanent 
construction materials except drainage 
pipe are required. It is unlikely that 
excavation of new housing sites will 
be begun under this exemption. Rather, 
the exemption will be effective pri- 
marily for work on highways, airports, 
and similar projects. 

A June 11 amendment to order L-41 
gives greater preference than hereto- 
fore to construction jobs that do not 
relate directly to the war, but which 
would tend to hurry along the recon- 
version job. WPB would give AA-3 
priorities to such construction. 








STATE HOUSING LEGISLATION 
CONTINUES 


have restored tax exemption to locally- 
owned public housing developments. 
Earlier in the session, the State Senate 
had passed the measure. The bill would 
have opened the way to further fed- 
eral-local cooperation in providing low- 
rent housing. 

The House Committee failed in its 
attempt to work out a compromise 
measure to meet objections of real es- 
tate and building and loan interests. 
The principal feature of the opposition 
plan was an amendment requiring 
that one-third of public housing tenants 
have annual incomes under $500, one- 
third have incomes between $500 and 
$800, and the remaining third between 
$800 and $1000. Bonding companies 
declared that if such restrictions were 
imposed, they would not be able to 
invest in housing authority bonds. 


Maryland Acts to Set Up Balti- 
more Redevelopment Commission 

The Baltimore City Council is com- 
pleting action to implement Maryland 
state legislation authorizing the crea- 
tion of a Baltimore Redevelopment 
Commission. The state law provides 
that the city planning commission shall 
determine the extent of blight and 
shall designate a redevelopment area. 
The redevelopment commission then 
prepares studies on land use and popu- 
lation density. It is empowered to as- 
semble land in the redevelopment area 
by purchase or lease or by condemna- 
tion after 50 per cent of the site is 
acquired. Federal, state, or city funds 
may be used for this purpose, and the 
land so acquired may be transferred 
or sold to public agencies or to private 
redevelopers. 

The new legislation in Maryland 
and in Michigan represents second 
attempts to attract private investment 
in urban redevelopment. Already on 
the statute books of both states are 
redevelopment corporation laws to en- 
courage large private corporations to 
undertake urban redevelopment. 


Illinois Defeats Bills to Remove 
Tax Exemption 

In Illinois last month, a decisive 
majority of the House of Representa- 
tives defeated the Armstrong Bills, 
which would have removed tax exemp- 
tion from public housing developments. 


Ilinois Appropriate Funds 
For Slum Clearance 

The Illinois Legislature late in June 
passed the final measure in the series 
of housing bills which had been pro- 
posed jointly by Governor Green and 





Mayor Kelly of Chicago. This latest 
bill appropriates $10 million to the 
State Housing Board for grants to local 
communities on the basis of population. 
The grant may be made to a housing 
authority or, if a community prefers, 
to a specially created land clearance 
commission with power of eminent 
domain to assemble sites for public or 
private redevelopment. If a land clear 
ance commission is set up, the local 
housing authority will be permitted to 
purchase sites from it. 


Substitute Urban Redevelopment 
Bill in Ohio Legislature 

The Ohio State Senate has passed 
and sent to the House a substitute 
urban redevelopment bill. Originally 
drafted by the late Alfred Bettman, 
pioneer city planner, the bill has been 
completely rewritten. It would permit 
cities to condemn blighted land and to 
sell it for private redevelopment at 
less than cost, with special city bonds 
making up the difference in price. 
The condemned property could also 
be sold to local housing authorities; 
however, a clause banning the sale of 
property to any agency borrowing 
federal funds would limit that pro- 
vision to authorities that are able to 
finance their development costs en- 
tirely from non-federal sources. In 
clearing the land and in planning new 
uses for it, cities operating under the 
act would not be permitted to borrow 
money from the federal government, 
although they would be allowed to ac- 
cept federal cash contributions. 


ILLINOIS SUPREME 
COURT UPHOLDS 
LOCAL AUTHORITY 
TAX EXEMPTION 


Latest in the series of court decisions 
upholding tax exemption for locally- 
owned public housing is that of the 
Illinois Supreme Court in March of 
this year. The case involved attempted 
taxation of property of the Springfield 
Housing Authority. 

The Court affirmed a circuit court 
ruling which held the Authority “a 
public charity and its property actually 
and exclusively used for charitable and 
governmental purposes, and not leased 
or otherwise used with a view to 
profit.” The Illinois Constitution or- 
dains that such property may be tax 
exempt by general law. Therefore, that 
section of the Housing Authorities Act 
which provides for tax exemption of 
housing authority property is consti- 
tutional, the Court concluded. As a 
precedent for this decision, the Court 
cited its conclusion in a similar case 
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regarding the Peoria Housing Author- 
ity in 1943. 

Payments in lieu of taxes were also 
considered in the Springfield decision. 
In this connection, the Court pointed 
out that in 1939, prior to the Author- 
ity’s acquisition of the site in question, 
the property paid $4200 in taxes. In 
1943, however, after the property was 
developed by the Authority, more than 
$5600 was paid in lieu of taxes. 


AUSTRALIA CURBS 
REAL ESTATE 
INFLATION 


In Australia an anti-inflationary sys- 
tem of real estate sales control has been 
in effect since 1942 and was later sub- 
stantially copied in New Zealand. The 
National Association of Assessing Ofh- 
cers summarized the system in a recent 
issue of its newsletter. The Journal 
has been given permission to reproduce 
the NAAO statement, as follows: 

The main object of the Australian 
plan is to stabilize the price of real 
estate as of February 10, 1942. As 
regards transfers, the main objective 
is to limit sales to essential needs. 

Under the announced regulation, 
there are two general types of pur- 
chasers: first, those who purchase for 
need and, second, those who purchase 
for investment. Those in the first group 
may resort to borrowing to finance 
their investment; those in the second 
group must pay cash. 

Purchases may be financed through 
borrowing by (1) a person who buys 
a home for immediate occupancy, (2) 
a person who buys a business property 
in which his own business will occupy 
a major portion, (3) a person who 
buys a farm which he will work him- 
self (share cropping is regarded as 
an investment), (4) a member of the 
armed forces who buys a home for 
use after the war, and (5) a person 
who buys a vacant lot on which to 
build his home when conditions per- 
mit—provided he has not acquired any 
other vacant land since the outbreak 
of the war. 

No sale, contract to sell, lease, as- 
signment, or transfer is valid without 
the consent of the Treasurer of the 
Commonwealth. Every application for 
consent shall be accompanied by an 
appraisal made by an appraiser ap- 
proved by the Treasurer. The appraisal 
shall certify the fair market price as 
of February 10, 1942. No sale shall 
be made above this price and, where 
financed by borrowing, the interest 
rate must not exceed 4% per cent. 


War Bond Deposit Required 


In addition to the restriction on bor- 
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TEN YEARS OF HOUSING PROGRESS RE- 
PORTED BY NEW YORK, WASHINGTON, 
AND BUFFALO AUTHORITIES 


Three of the large housing author- 
ities in the country have recently pub- 
lished reports on their tens years of 
activity. 

New York's’ Ten-Year Inventory” 

The Tenth Annual Report, for 1944, 
of the New York City Housing Au- 
thority is a “ten-year inventory,” filling 
a thick, nine-by-twelve, attractively de- 
signed book. Impressive photographs 
of the site and unit plans of the Author- 
ity’s fourteen currently operating de- 
velopments and of models for ten 
of its thirteen postwar projects com- 
prise the major portion of the report. 
In addition, eighteen statistical tables 
give detailed financial information as 
to the Authority’s income, expenses, 
subsidies, and tax payments, as well 
as other facts about its present and 
postwar developments, sites, and resi- 
dents. The statistical tables give far 
more detailed analysis of the Au- 
thority’s operations than is found in 
the usual type of financial summary, 
and indicate, in part, why the opera- 
tions of the New York City Housing 
Authority have been highly com- 
mended by leaders in the field of 
private property management. 

This is only a part of the picture, 
however. This ten-year review of the 
Authority’s achievements (summariz- 
ing a 17,000-family program) also 
covers the management policies and 
community benefits of the program. 
The report concludes by saying: “The 
Authority is proud of these contribu- 
tions. But the greatest contribution of 
all is not the saving of money, nor the 


rowing to finance purchase, investors 
are subject to another unique restric- 
tion. If an investor’s total invest- 
ment purchases of real estate since 
the beginning of the war exceed £500 
($2500) he is required to deposit a 
certain amount of war bonds before 
he can make any further investments 
in real estate. The amount of war 
bonds required to be deposited is 
measured by total investments in real 
estate since outbreak of war, according 
to the following schedule. 


Real Estate War Bond 

Investment Deposit 

£ 500 £ 100 
1,000 200 
1,500 300 
2,000 500 
3,000 1,000 
5,000 2,500 


10,000 and over £1 for £1 


collection of taxes, nor the experi- 
menting, but the idea behind public 
housing—the raising of human values.” 
Housing Progress in Washington 

A detailed and engrossing account 
of the work of the National Capital 
Housing Authority since it was or- 
ganized as the Alley Dwelling Author- 
ity in 1934 is presented in its Report 
for the ten-year period 1934-1944. The 
Report is divided into eight parts and 
covers construction and operation of 
more than 7500 family units under the 
four types of program which the Au- 
thority administers: slum-reclamation, 
low-rent, defense, and war. 

One part of the Report is devoted 
to a discussion of the Congressional 
investigation of the Authority’s pro- 
gram which took place in 1943 and 
1944 and of the testimony offered dur- 
ing the hearings in connection there- 
with. Appendixes contain historical and 
statistical information and photographs 
of Washington slums and NCHA 
properties. 

Buffalo's Activities 

An unusual feature of the Buffalo 
Municipal Housing Authority’s Report 
of Ten Years of Progress is a redevel- 
opment plan for a typical substandard 
area. The Authority studied a particu- 
lar district with respect to land values, 
population density, land coverage, and 
land use. It proposes a long-range re- 
development procedure, calling for 
private-public cooperation to rehabili- 
tate the district as a residential neigh- 
borhood and to eliminate industrial 
buildings. To overcome two common 
obstacles to a project of this type— 
the cost of assembling the land and 
the displacement of site occupants— 
the Authority offers its own services. 
It would acquire all the necessary 
land, for both public and private re- 
development, and would sell at a loss 
the land for private redevelopment— 
such loss to be absorbed by the Author- 
ity through an outright grant or long- 
term loan from the state or federal 
government. The Authority would 
temporarily house all site occupants in 
public housing, regardless of income. 
When suitable private housing becomes 
available, higher-income families would 
be moved out. 

The discussion of redevelopment is 
but a small part of the Buffalo Au- 
thority’s Report. The main portion 
reviews the Authority’s policies and 
its 3500-unit program, and includes 
statistical charts and illustrations of its 
housing developments. 
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ABOVE, LEFT—Two 100 per cent Americans being examined at the 
health center at Hunter's Point, a war housing development of the 
Housing Authority of the City and County of San Francisco. 
AT THE RIGHT—One of the homes at Fairview Terrace, a privately- 
financed war housing development for Negroes in Atlanta. The 
home mortgages are FHA-insured under Title VI. 


BELOW—Some of the demountable homes at Chollas View in San 
Diego, built by the Public Buildings Administration. According to 
Lt. Erwin C. Farley, first manager of Chollas View back in 1941-42 
and now in the Army, 100 of these homes were built to special 
plans and are so popular with tenants, they want to purchase them. 
The homes have patios, beamed ceilings, high windows, French 
doors, are pastel painted—and, withal, inexpensive. 


my Me Fee ii 


Se ROIS 


TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF THE HOME SAFETY DIVISIO 
a committee of the National Safety Council which is preparing a master ch 
list for “built-in” safety, the list to be circulated among architects, build 
bankers, and equipment manufacturers. The picture was taken at an April m 
ing of the group. SEATED, left to right are: Carl F. Boester, Henry Wrig 
Dennis Organ, George H. Patterson, George Alder, and George Fred Ke 
STANDING, left to right: William Davidson, Tyler Stewart Rogers, William 
Wurster, Clarence Farrier, Franklin Hardinge, H. Evert Kincaid, and Tho 
Fansler. 
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Rental Management 
Committee Will 
Evaluate Existing 
Procedures 


Meeting in Cleveland on May 25 and 
26, members of the Management Di- 
vision’s Committee on Rental Manage- 
ment outlined a plan to evaluate local 
authority procedures. Chairman of the 
Committee is Saul Shapira, Acting 
Executive Assistant of the Housing 
Authority of the City of Pittsburgh. 
Other members present were: Sylvia 
Rosenthal, Hugh A. Wing, Mary Ma- 
her, Mildred Mitchell, and Alene Sim- 
kins. 

During the two-day meeting, repre- 
sentatives of the Committee’s four sub- 
committees—Rental Systems, Conver- 
sion to Postwar, Annual Review Pro- 
cedures, and Eligibility—worked out a 
variety of topics that will be covered in 
local authority questionnaires. Each 
subcommittee will prepare a question- 
naire to determine existing local au- 
thority procedures on problems with 
which it is particularly concerned. The 
members plan to include provocative 
questions that will help local personnel 
to evaluate their own programs and to 
anticipate problems which may face 
them soon. For this reason, it was 
stressed that the questionnaires should 
be filled out by local authority per- 
sonnel familiar with the daily operat: 
ing considerations of rental manage- 
ment. 

NAHO’s Chicago office will repro- 
duce and distribute the questionnaires, 
together with a covering letter by 
Chairman Shapira. The replies will be 
collected in Chicago and turned over 
to the subcommittee chairmen for an- 
alysis. If proper care is taken in sub- 
mitting replies, the results of the 
Committee’s activities should provide 
the first comprehensive evaluation that 
has ever been made of existing proce- 
dures in rental management. 








QUIZ... 


In what five cities are the largest 
low-rent housing programs in the coun- 
try? (See page 124.) 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 
DIVISION PROPOSES INTEGRATION OF 


ASSOCIATION PROGRAM 


Bringing to a conclusion the long 
standing question of the status of the 
Management Division in the organiza 
tion of NAHO, the Executive Council 
of the Division, through Chairman 
Lawrence M. Cox, presented to the 
Board of Governors of the Association 
at its June 22 meeting (see page 118 
of this issue of the Journal) a series of 
proposals that would effect complete 
integration of the Association’s pro 
gram. Going at once to the heart of 
the question, the report pointed out 
that the problems of the Division are 
inevitably the problems of NAHO it- 
self. Determined that the Association's 
program shall provide effective service 
for the interests of the members con 
cerned with management, the Execu- 
tive Council concluded that, if cer 
tain conditions are satisfied, this objec 
tive can best be accomplished through 
an integrated Association program 
rather than through continuation of an 
“association within an association.” 

The conditions which the Executive 
Council felt are essential to proper at 
tention to the interests of management 
as part of a comprehensive Association 
program may be summarized in the 
main as: (1) strengthening of mem- 
bership participation through regional 
council and local chapter activities and 
devolving of greater responsibility for 
NAHO’s program on regional councils 
and local chapters; (2) some simpli 
fication of the overall program of 
NAHO and adjustment of activities to 
resources so as to assure equitable at 
tention to three major divisions of 
activity: organization, housing policy, 
housing operations; and (3) provision 
for adequate representation on the 
Board of Governors and major com- 
mittees for the range of interests repre 
sented in these three major divisions. 

The Council recommended that its 
proposals, if approved by the Board 
of Governors, be submitted to a vote 
of the entire membership and that, if 
they are approved, the Management 
Division as such be dissolved. The 
Board, in approving the proposals, felt 
that they represented a logical develop- 
ment of the systematizing of the As- 


sociation’s program, the fostering of 
local chapters, and the devising of 
other means of membership participa 
tion that had been recommended by 
President Holtzendorff on his inaug 
uration and had been put into effect 
by the Board at its meetings held dur 
ing last summer. 

The proposals of the Executive 
Council—now also the proposals of 
the Board of Governors—will be sub 
mitted to the membership of the As 
sociation for mail ballot at the same 
time as the voting for officers and 
members of the Board of Governors 
and on proposed constitutional revi 
sions( see page 103 of this issue of the 
Journal ). 


More Study Outlines 
Ready for Region IV 
Correspondence Courses 


Three additional study outlines have 
been made available for the corres 
pondence courses conducted for local 
authority employees in Region IV. The 
courses were developed late last year 
through the cooperation of the FPHA 
Regional Office and NAHO’s South 
eastern Regional Council. (See Journal 
ot HOUSING for October 1944, page 
12, and February 1945, page 30.) 

The new outlines are for use in the 
following courses: 

Accounting, part one: tenant a 
counts, classification, and distribution 
of costs. 

Accounting, part two: budgets, joint 
accounts, and permanent financing. 

Housing Management, part one: 
eligibility, tenant selection, and renting. 

Also, in connection with the ac 
counting courses, a syllabus on basic 
principles of bookkeeping has been 
prepared for housing authority cashiers. 

Courses in the history and _philos- 
ophy of housing, the first of the total 
of eleven courses planned, have been 
under way for some time. A full state- 
ment concerning the entire program 
will be carried in an early issue of the 
Journal. 
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SYRACUSE AUTHORITY'S RECORD OF PAINT TESTS 


LEE SCOTT—WILLIAM O'BRIEN 


Assistant Manager and Maintenance Superintendent 


Tests were conducted by the Syra- 
cuse Housing Authority to determine 
the relative qualities and application 
costs of three specific types of paints: 

Type l-a: An interior, one-coat, 
breather type, oil base, flat wall paint, 
tinted to match sample, for use over 
untreated rough plaster side walls. 

Type 1-b: An _ interior, one-coat, 
breather type, oil base, flat wall paint, 
white or off-white in color, for use over 
untreated plaster ceilings. 

Type 2: An interior, semi-gloss, oil 
paint, tinted to match sample, for use 
over previously painted smooth plaster 
walls and ceilings. 


Procedure 


A 4¥%-room unit at Pioneer Homes 
was picked as the unit in which to 
make the tests. The unit had been 
suddenly vacated, had not yet been 
rented, and contained adequate wall 
space. The walls and ceilings were in 
comparatively good condition. The 
kitchen walls were washed before the 
tests were begun. 

Five panels, size 42 inches by 90 
inches, were marked on the living 
room walls. 

These panels, on which Type l-a 
paints were applied, extended from the 
base board to the ceiling. Five panels 
of the same size for Type 1-b paints 
were laid out on the ceilings and three 
panels size 42 inches x 91 inches for 
Type 2 paints were marked on the 
kitchen walls. The panels were num- 
bered one to thirteen inclusive. 

In the center of each panel was 
painted a one-foot square checker board 
with black and white lines one inch 
wide. 

A “Record of Tests of Painting Ma- 
terials,” Form No. 1, was laid out (see 
table) on which information relative 
to names and types of paints, price 
data, results of tests, and cost data was 


to be recorded. 

The thirteen different paints were 
listed on the master copy of Form No. 
1 and numbered 1 to 13, and thirteen 
pint fruit jars were numbered likewise. 

Six of the thirteen gallons of paint 
were opened in the presence of the 
manufacturers’ representatives submit- 
ting the respective samples and thinned 
under their respective supervision. The 
remaining seven gallons were opened 
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of the Syracuse Housing Authority 


In the following article, Messrs. Scott 
and O’Brien report on tests of paint- 
ing materials which were conducted in 
August and September 1943. An Au- 
thority committee of four rated the 
thirteen paints tested with respect to 
coverage, hiding power, performance 
(ease of application), speed of drying, 
and washability. Pertinent data regard- 
ing the paints, and the final ratings, 
are presented in the table at the top 
of page 115, which is taken from the 
Authority’s Form No. 1. 


and thinned by an experienced painter 
as it was not possible to secure the 
services of the manufacturers’ repre- 
sentatives. During the process of thin- 
ning, each paint was tried on the type 
wall on which it was to be used. A 
notation showing the exact amount of 
thinner used in each gallon of the 
various paints was made on Form 
No. 1. 

A master painter who was not fa- 
miliar with the names of the paints 
in the various jars applied the paint 
to the panels. The paint in No. 1 jar 
was applied to No. 1 panel, that in 
No. 2 jar was applied to No. 2 panel, 
etc. The amount of paint in each jar 
was measured with a measuring stick 
before any was used and again after 
the panel was painted, and a notation 
showing the net amount of paint used 
to cover the panel was made on Form 
No. 1. 

After each panel was painted, a nota- 
tion regarding the ease of application 
was made on Form No. | under the 
heading of Performance and opposite 
the Type and Number of paint used. 
These notations were “good” or “very 
good”. There were no samples which 
were considered “poor” in this respect. 

Thirteen pieces of 170-pound tin, 
size 3 inches x 6 inches, were con- 
secutively numbered 1 to 13 and each 
was painted with the paint from the 
jar of the same number. Twenty hours 
after the paint was applied to these 
tins, each tin was bent over a 4-inch 
pipe to determine the drying qualities 
of the different paints. All samples 
were satisfactory. 

It was found that some so-called 
one-coat paints have a tendency to 
“burn . through,” which results in a 
spotted finished surface. To test the 


various types of l-a paints for this 
characteristic, a crack 5 feet long was 
opened on the wall. This crack was 
filled with crack filler and was allowed 
to dry. It was then divided into five 
parts or areas and these areas were 
numbered 1 to 5. No. 1 paint was 
used to cover area No. 1, No. 2 paint 
to area No. 2, etc. (The filled crack 
crossed the center of each area.) 
Inasmuch as the white ceiling paint 
would be used on the smooth plas- 
tered ceilings in the kitchen and bath- 
rooms as well as on the rough plas- 
tered ceilings in the other rooms, five 
small panels about 1 yard square were 
laid out in the kitchen ceiling and 
numbered 6 to 10. At the time the 
paints were applied to the other panels, 
each small panel was painted with the 
paint from the jars of the same num- 
ber. In measuring the performance of 
each type and make of paints tested, 
the ease with which the paint spread 
was considered. Some of the samples 
spread like “melted butter” requiring 
very little brushing; others required 
more brushing or had a tendency to 
be sticky. None of the samples could 
be considered poor from an ease of 
application standpoint. Six were classi- 
fied as good and seven as very good. 


Washability Tests 


Fifteen days after the paints had 
been applied, each panel was daubed 
with black ink, red ink, grease, black 
lead pencil, and common garden dirt. 
After these had dried for 24 hours, a 
committee of four people observed the 
wash tests. A mild soap solution was 
first used to wash the panels. This, 
generally speaking, removed the com- 
mon dirt. Then a stronger solution 
was used and the spots were rubbed 
vigorously in an attempt to remove 
them from the panels. The ink and 
grease were removed from the semi- 
gloss panels in the kitchen and with 
varying degrees of success from the 
rough wall panels. Each member of 
the committee had a copy of Form No. 
1 and opposite each panel number 
rated the paint used as poor, fair, or 
good. The extent to which the in- 
dividual paint hid the checkerboard on 
the panel and the success with which 
the spots were removed from the panel 
by washing were used in rating that 


paint for Hiding Power and Wash- 
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PAINT | PRICE DATA RESULTS OF TESTS COST DATA 
| thinner per | Paint: | Thinner |Net Price! Com- | Hiding | Per- |p Wash- lame ot| “ot | 

1 ain inner Net Price - iding - rying - |Amt. of of Cover- ed 

Panel | Type Trade Mark Gal. Paint | per Gal. | per Gal.| of | posi- | Power | form- | ability | Paint | Panel | age “oat 
Paint | Samgte | tion | ance Used | (Sq. |Sq. Yds.) per 

| | per Gal. | Pints) | Yds.) per Gal.| Sy. Yd. 
1 l-a | Bondlite (Regula ar) 1 qt. 2.40 04 | 1.95 P G G P 65 |2 915/35 87|.0543 
2 | 1-a | Bondlite (High Hiding). 1 qt. | 2.85 04 | 2.31 |.. P G G P 6 | 38 87) 0594 
3 | l-a | Kyanize Clingcote. . 1 pt. 2.04 02 | 1.83 |.. G G+) G P 625 37 31) 0489 
4 | 1-a | Lytall Solid Hiding 4 pt. 1.82 005, 1.769 G+| G+) G G 825 28 .27|.0625 
5 | l-a | Devopake 114 pts 1.66 03 | 1.42 G G G+) G G+} .675 34.58) O41 
6 1-b | Bondlite Regular. . 1 qt. 2.40 04 | 1.95 P G G G 825 28 27) 069 
7 1-b | Bondlite High Hiding 214 pts 2.85 05 | 2.20 P Gi G G+} .7 33.31, 0662 
8 | 1-b | Kyanize Clingcote ly pt 2.04 01 | 1.928 P G+! G G 75 31.09) 0613 
9 | 1-b | Lytall Solid Hiding. 14 pt. 1.82 005) 1.768 G+| G+! G G 7 33.31 053 
10 | 1-b Devopake 14 pts 1.66 03 | 1.423) G | G G+| G G 725 32.17, .044 
11 2 Kyanize Semi- gloes 0. 2.65 | 0 2 65 t.. | GiGic G 5 (2.94947 .18 .0562 
12} 2 | PéL Cellutone. 16 pt 2.65 aes 7S | G+! G G G 4 “ (58 98) 0423 
13 2 Devoe No. 8024........ 1g pt .| 1.88 | .01 1.78; G |G G+! G G } * | .0301 


RECORD OF TESTS OF PAINTING MATERIALS 





ability respectively. The members of 
the committee knew the paints by num- 
ber only, information in regard to the 
trade names, manufacturers, and costs 
of the individual paints being withheld 
until after the completion of the rat- 
ings. The manufacturers’ representa- 
tives were invited to observe the tests. 
One of them was present. 


Final Results 


Of the Type 1-a paints, Nos. 1 and 
2 were considered unsatisfactory, prin- 
cipally because they “burned through” 


leaving a spotted surface. Nos. 4 and 
> were considered most satisfactory and 
No. 5 was chosen on the basis of cost 
per square y ard. 

Nos. 7, 9, and 10 of Type 1-b paints 
were most satisfactory—No. 7 because 
it was whiter after being washed and 
Nos. 9 and 10 because of their hiding 
powers. No. 10 was chosen on the 
basis of cost per square yard. 

The Type 2 paints were difficult to 
judge because they varied in color and 
zenerally speaking seemed to be equally 
satisfactory. No. 13 was chosen on 


SAMPLE RESIDENT HANDBOOK PREPARED 
BY FPHA REGION I! 


basis of cost per square yard. 

It might be noted that, in case other 
tests are conducted, more practical ma 
terials than modern inks should be 
used in making the wash tests. 

It is believed that the tests provided 
the necessary information to make it 
possible to select satisfactory paints at 
the lowest possible costs. It is realized 
that one-coat paints on untreated plaster 
walls will not provide the results ob 
tained by two coats but it is believed 
that the paints selected will produce 
good results at a minimum cost. 


RECORD OF EXPERI- 
ENCE WITH DDT 
INSECTICIDE 

NOW AVAILABLE 


Richards Village is an imaginary ants’ questions, and is illustrated by The United States Department of 
housing development, operated by the. photographs and amusing cartoons. Agriculture has recently issued a pub 
make-believe Housing Authority of the Specific, detailed information is in- lication which records the results of 
City of Towanee, in the mythical city cluded—the sort of information older — experience with DDT, the amazing 
of Towanee, Maryland. Herbert Jen- residents would give to newcomers. war-developed insecticide. The pam- 


nings, FPHA Region II Associate Proj- 
ect Services Adviser, has drafted a 
handbook for its non-existent residents. 

This sample handbook, prepared as 
a guide to local authorities and hous- 
ing managers, is an example of the 
management techniques developed by 
the Regional Office. All authorities and 
managers in Region II have received 
copies, and a limited number is still 
available for distribution to others on 


So realistic are the maps of the de 
velopment and of the city; the loca- 
tion of such community facilities as 
transportation lines, churches, schools, 
hospitals, post offices; the various proj 
ect services and regulations—that it is 
hard to realize Towanee is simply the 
product of Project Services imagination. 

Tenant handbooks, NAHO’s Man. 
agement Division pointed out in re 


viewing the above, need not be elab- 


phlet, which is entitled A Digest of the 
Literature on DDT through April 30, 
1944, and which was prepared by R. C. 
Roark and N. E. McIndoo, (Publica 
tion No. E-631), is available from the 
Department Agricultural Research Ad 
ministration, Bureau of Entomology 
and Plant Quarantine, Washington, 
D.C. 

The Digest describes both labora 
tory experiments and practical utiliza 


request to the Region II office in New orate or expensive. For example, the tion of the insecticide on all types of 
York City. text of “The Home You Live In insects. A companion publication by 
Suggestions by management advisers was varityped, and the pages and illus- R. C. Roark, available also from the 


and ideas from existing handbooks 
were drawn upon in writing the sample 
manual, which is entitled “The Home 
You Live In.” It is written in an in- 
formal, friendly style, anticipating ten- 
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trations reproduced by photo-offset. The 
Regional Office estimates that a sim- 
ilarly reproduced handbook would cost 
25 cents per copy in quantities of 1000, 
42 cents per copy in quantities of 500. 


Department of Agriculture, lists all 
written references on DDT up to April 
30, 1944. The scientific evidence seems 
to indicate conclusively that DDT will 
sound the death knell for many of our 
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FPHA TRAINING 
OUTLINES COVER OIL 
STOVES AND HEATERS 


FPHA has issued a series of five 
training outlines covering operation 
and tenant care of Duo-Therm, In- 
ternational and Preway oil-fired and 
gasoline stoves, space heaters, and wa- 
ter heaters. The guides are primarily 
for use of supervisory maintenance per- 
sonnel in instructing employees and 
tenants in these procedures, and were 
developed from an accumulation of 
war housing experiences with equip- 
ment of this type. Serious fires result- 
ing from improper handling of the 
equipment had indicated a particular 
need for further training along these 
lines. George Binen, FPHA Housing 
Management Training Chief, spent a 
number of days in the field observing 
maintenance practices and the use of 
the equipment. He initiated training 
courses to instruct maintenance super- 
visors in teaching techniques and pre- 
pared the training outlines, which were 
made generally available in May. 

Each outline contains a general in 
troduction, which explains the purpose 
of the instructions and then goes into 
specific details on the construction of 
the equipment and on methods for 
storing fuel, filling the tank, and turn- 
ing the equipment on and off. The 
following stoves and heaters are cov- 
ered in the outlines published thus far: 


Duo-Therm Oil-Fired Space Heater, 
Models 611, 611-2, 612, 612-2, 612-3, 
614, 615-2, 615-3, 711, 711-2, 712, 
712-2, 714, 715-2, 715-3, 807-0, 815-2, 
815-3, 902, 902-2, 952, 952-2. 


Duo-Therm Oil-Fired Water Heater, 
Models 16, 40-2, 40-3, 90-2. 


International Oil-Fired Space Heater, 
Model AC-41. 


Preway Gasoline Stove, Model 441P. 


Preway Kerosene Stove, Models 443P, 
523P, 623P, 723P. 


most deadly and exasperating insects. 
An interesting note is that the litera- 
ture on the subject is blank from the 
time of the first description of the syn- 
thesis of the preparation in 1874 until 
1942, when a British patent was as- 
signed to J. R. Geigy. 

NAHO has received a number of re- 
ports on DDT from local authorities 
that have been fortunate enough to se- 
cure experimental quantities of the in- 
secticide. H. R. Emory, Executive Di- 
rector of the Wilmington (North Caro- 
lina) Housing Authority writes that 
his staff has experimented with a DDT 
solution known as a “residual spray,” 
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Fire Prevention Methods 


C. E. SONDERMAN 


Maintenance Superintendent, Housing Authority of the City of 
Wilmington, North Carolina 


A method of eliminating fire losses at Maffitt Village, 
a war housing development composed of temporary and 
demountable structures, has been developed by the Hous- 
ing Authority of the City of Wilmington, North Carolina. 
At the request of FPHA, a report of the fire losses and the 
steps taken to eliminate them was prepared by Mr. Son- 
derman. His outline of the method, which has been suc- 
cessfully followed at the Village since January of this year, 


is reproduced herewith. 


It was determined that most fires 
were caused by overheated warm air 
furnaces. Each service unit is equipped 
with three individual heating plants, 
and in each case, two heat delivery 
ducts were taken from the top of the 
plenum hood. When originally con- 
structed, a fire safety damper was in- 
stalled on one duct only and, gener- 
ally speaking, this damper, which was 
operated from a fusible link, failed to 
operate because the damper itself would 
stick. In effect, therefore, we had very 
little fire protection through this source. 

When constructed, it was intended 
that the room thermostat should con- 
trol the operation of the stoker through 
a Minneapolis-Honeywell combination 
limit control and time relay or hold- 
fire control. Inspection revealed the 
room thermostats were set at various 
temperatures and “that the limit con- 
trols in many cases were not correctly 
wired or were defective, with the result 
that the stoker ran practically all of 
the time. The time relays were set to 
operate the stoker anywhere from five 
minutes to forty-five minutes out of 
the hour. The result was, naturally, 
overheated furnaces. Heat would con- 
tinue to build up in the furnace and 
in the plenum chamber in such vol- 
ume that the flash-point of the timbers 
around the heat duct would be reached, 
naturally causing a fire. Continuous 
operation of the blower might have 
eliminated this result by spreading the 
heated air into the entire length of the 
duct. However, the blowers did not 
operate regularly because of faulty con- 
trols and, further, because air was 
restricted in the blower housing, due 
to dirty filters. 

In addition to these difficulties, the 





consisting of a mixture of 5 per cent 
DDT and 95 per cent kerosene. Mr. 
Emory states that: “We have applied 
it on a great many of our dwelling 
units in Maffitt Village and find that it 
works wonders in destroying insects 
of all kinds—ours are mostly bedbugs 
and cockroaches.” 


Romex Cable, supplying current to 
the blowers, ran across the ceiling and 
dropped vertically to the top of the 
furnace bonnet; then ran horizontally 
for a distance of approximately six 
feet across the top of the furnace, sup- 
ported by a 1x2 piece of timber. It is 
believed that some fires were caused 
by the burning of this timber. There 
were also located a considerable num- 
ber of poor electrical connections that 
were a fire hazard. 

The following steps were taken to 
correct these conditions—steps that, in 
our opinion, have reduced our fire 
losses to a bare minimum: 

1. All room thermostats were locked 
in place and set at 72 degrees. 

2. The combination limit controls 
that were fastened to the plenum hood 
were extended out from the hood, 
leaving an air space of three and one- 
half inches between the plenum hood 
and the control box. Each control was 
properly checked to make certain the 
blower would operate when a bonnet 
temperature of 185 degrees was reached, 
and that the limit side of the control 
would cut off the stoker when a bon- 
net temperature of 250 degrees was 
reached. 


3. The time relays were all reset 
and locked in place to operate the 
stoker as a hold-fire control for a period 
of three minutes out of every half 
hour. 

4. Furnace casings and _ blower 
housing were sealed to eliminate leaks 
and entry of furnace room dust. All 
filters were removed and motor fan 
belts adjusted to take care of the dif- 
ferential in air pressure. Motors were 
regularly checked and oiled. 

5. The Romex supporting timber 
at the top of the furnace was removed 
and replaced with metal. The elec- 
trical control circuits were all checked 
and properly connected. 

These things, plus careful and regu- 
lar instructions to firemen, are the 
reasons we have had no fire damage 
since the first week of this year. 
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Maps Show Tenants Way 
Home at Planeview 


At Planeview, an FPHA-operated 
war development near Wichita, Kan- 
sas, there are 4382 dwelling units. Its 
management, like that of most other 
large-scale operations, has experienced 
difficulty in acquainting tenants with 
the street layout, with store and office 
locations, etc. “Show me the way to 
go home” was less of a joke, the man 
agement found, than a real problem. 

E. E. Burkhard, General Housing 
Manager, and Mrs. Marie P. Scott, 
Chief Project Services Adviser, now 
report on a solution which resulted 
from an activity of the Planeview 
residents’ four councils. It all 
happened when an enterprising drafts 
man, interested both in war hous 
ing and in making some extra pocket 
money, approached Planeview’s man 
agement with the suggestion that a 
map of Planeview might be a way ot 
assuring that tenants all found the way 
home. The draftsman was met, Mrs. 
Scott says, “with hearty congratula- 
tions and a prompt refusal.” Manage 
ment could not sell maps, she told the 
man, but management could introduce 
him to the officers of the zone councils. 

It turned out that the zone councils 
also were interested both in Planeview 
and in making some extra money with 
which to carry on their activity pro 
grams 


zone 


and, consequently, they agreed 
to work with the draftsman on the idea 
of a Planeview map. The result was 
that a folder was prepared and printed. 
It is similar to a souvenir roadmap— 
a 19” x 20” sheet that folds into eight 
4%” x 10” The full inside 
surface carries a map of Planeview, 
showing streets, units by number, com- 
munity buildings, commercial facilities, 
etc. Six of the outside sections carry 


sections. 


advertisements, with the two remaining 
front and back 
covers. The front cover is a specially 


sections serving as 
designed display showing an air-view 
of Planeview. The rear cover carries 
the story of the community and pro- 
vides mailing space. 

The Executive Council (composed of 
representatives from each of the zone 
councils) was given exclusive selling 
rights to the map for a period of four 
months. The maps were delivered to 
the Council on consignment and were 
sold for 60c each, with 36c going to 
the artist and 24c to the Council. The 
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sales promotion and actual selling were 
carried on through a preliminary and a 
major campaign. The preliminary sales 
(first ten days) were under the direc 


tion of the zone councils and were 
limited to Planeview residents. Maps 
were checked out to zone council 
members by the Executive Council 
The families living in the respec 
tive courts of the various zones 


were then canvassed individually and 
the 24c share of the proceeds from 
these sales went directly to the zone 
treasuries. The major campaign lasted 
for three and one-half and 
sales were under the direction of the 
Executive Council. 


months 


Executive Council 
men made arrangements to supply the 
maps on consignment to various busi 
nessmen, who realized 10c on each map 
sold. Community (church 
guilds, etc.) sold the maps on similar 


groups 


The remainder of the 24c share 
of the sales price went to the Executive 
Council. 

Mrs. Scott reports that the folder has 
been well received, bringing in approx 
imately $600 
alone. 


terms. 


from the 
She 
that the monetary returns were second 


preliminary 


sales considers, however, 
ary to the “fellowship and inspiration 
derived by 


worked together at a 


resident leaders as they 


task.” 


common 


Tenants’ Coal Receipts Used 
to Check Gas Consumption 


A satisfactory method of checking 
gas consumption in a_ development 
which does not have individual check 
meters has been reported by the Hamil 
ton (Ohio) Metropolitan Housing Au 
thority. Manager-Director Evelyn Wel 
liver writes that although the Authority 
furnishes water, gas, and electricity, the 
tenants must purchase their own coal. 
For some time, families 
gas for heating their 
homes after their coal supply had been 
exhausted. The Authority’s gas bills 
were exceedingly high, but there was 
no way of determining just what fam 
ilies were taking advantage of the sit 
uation, 

Since _ last tenants 
been required to submit to the man 
agement office their receipts for all 
coal purchases. By finding out which 
families have not purchased sufficient 
coal for heating, the Authority has a 
basis on which to assess a charge for 
excess gas consumption. 


a number of 
used cooking 


have 


autumn, 


In addition, 


Hints lo the Housing Manager 


the Authority now has a complete rec 
ord of the coal consumed during the 
heating season. 


Boston Tenants Provide Curtains 
for Common Entrance Doors 


Each of the more than eighty build 
ings at South federally 
owned development ope rated by the 
Boston Housing Authority, 
trom nine to twelve families. 


Boston, a 


houses 
In nearly 
all of the buildings, tenants have as 
sumed the responsibility for providing 
and laundering curtains for the en 
trance doors which they share in com 
No small part of the 
cooperative spirit is the 
and encouragement of 
Manager Jeremiah F. Sullivan and his 
assistant, Frank Leary. 


mon. tenants 
result of the 


enthusiasm 


Dormitory Mail Problem Solved 


Dormitory managers, who spend con 
siderable time answering residents’ ré 
mail, will be interested in 
the Seattle Housing 
tion to this problem. 
Street Dormitory 


quests for 
Authority's solu 
At the Michigan 
for 504 girls, indi 
vidual mail slots have been set up for 
each occupant. A glass panel back of 
the mail cage faces the lobby. Under 


the previous system of alphabetical 
mail slots, the manager or rent clerk 
had to check through a number of let 
ters in to answer each 


orde r request 


Now, each resident can see for herself 
whether or not there is mail, and she 
does not disturb the staff unless neces 


Sary. 


Posting Procedure Outlined 


Clark, FPHA accountant 
for the Seneca War Housing Develop 


George J. 


ments in Illinois, reports a procedure to 
check the posting of debits and credits 
to the ledger. The method, 
which can be easily adapted to other 


project 


posting jobs, is as follows: 

(1) Run an adding machine tape of 
the daily cash receipts. 

(2) Post the 
ledger, flagging each ledger card. 

(3) Run an adding machine tape of 
each 


cash receipts to the 


which has _ been 

flagged, subtracting the new balance on 

the card from the previous balance. 
(4) Compare the both 


tapes. If the posting 1S without error 


ledger card 


totals on 


they will agree. 
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS DEALS WITH 
MAJOR PROBLEMS 


Faced with a heavy agenda of items 
relating to Association organization, 
housing policy, and local authority 
operations, the Board of Governors 
met in Washington on June 22 with 
a large attendance representing all sec 
tions of the country. Following is a 
summary of what the Board did at 
the meeting, following discussion of 


each item: 


1. Approved the minutes of the 
meeting of January 24-25. 


2. Received the auditors’ report on 
Association financial transactions for 
the year 1944 and directed the Finance 
Committee to advise as to the adequacy 
of this customary form of report. 


3. Approved the purposes of the 
report of the Committee on Disposi 
tion of War Housing formulated at its 
meeting on May 15 (see page 92 of 
June Journal), and directed the Com 
mittee to proceed with negotiations 
looking toward accomplishing as much 
as possible of these purposes within 
existing federal legislation and admin 
istrative policy and to recommend ad 
ditional steps which the Committee 
might conclude should be taken. 


4. Approved a report by the Com- 
mittee on Retirement Plans insofar as 
it recommended a specified retirement 
plan; directed that further steps be 
taken to ascertain whether local au 
thority employees would be eligible 
for participation in this _ plan; and 
considered the relation of the proposed 
plan to pending federal legislation. 


5. Received a report from the 
president or other representative of each 
of the Association’s regional councils, 
covering a variety of regional ceuncil 
activities. 


6. Received a report by the Com 
mittee on Housing Policy (see page 
70 of May Journal) primarily on ques 
tions of organizational policy, as re- 
flected in proposed revisions in the 
constitution of the 
item 13). 


Association (see 


7. Received the report of the Joint 
Committee on Housing and Health 
(see page 119 of this issue of the 
Journal). 
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8. Endorsed the techniques for ap 
praisal of housing and of housing en 
vironment, as developed by the Com 
mittee on the Hygiene ot Housing ot 
the American Public Health Associa 
tion, and recommended them for use 
by local housing authorities, as a basis 
tor planning their programs, in con 
sultation with other affected local gov 
ernmental agencies. 


9. Received a report of the meeting 
of the Committee on Cooperative Ac 
tivities of Housing Authorities and 
Private Housing Interests held on May 
18 (see page 71 of May Journal and 
page 92 of June Journal), and discussed 
the relationship of the work of the 
Committee to the Association. 


10. Accepted an extensive report 
from the Federal-Local Relations Com 
mittee, summarizing the work of the 
Committee at its two-day meeting held 
June 20 and 21 (see third column on 
this page). 


11. Adopted a comprehensive report 
by the Executive Council of the Man 
agement Division recommending sub 
mission of proposals to the 
membership, conditional upon the 
adoption of which the Management 
Division would be reabsorbed into the 


certain 


Association, in order to strengthen the 
entire Association program in general 
and Management activities in particu 
lar (see page 113). 


12. Adopted a report by the Com 
mittee on Election Procedures calling 
for all Association elections to be con- 
ducted by mail ballot. (See page 71 of 
May Journal and page 103 of this 
issue. ) 


13. Received a report by the Com 
mittee on Constitution and Bylaws; 
discussed in detail proposed revisions 
in the Association’s constitution; and 
approved a series of constitutional re 
visions for submission to the mem- 
bership. (See page 103 of this issue.) 


14. Deferred for six months a de 
cision on the question of acceptance 
of advertising in the Journal of HOUS- 
ING, pending further expression of 
membership opinion and the determin- 
ation of certain policy questions. 


NAHO COMMITTEE 
ON FEDERAL-LOCAL 
RELATIONS MEETS 


NAHO’s Committee on Federal 
Local Relations met in Washington, 
D. C. on June 20 and 21. The sessions 
were regarded by the members as 
having been among the most worth 
while and productive in the history 
ot the Committee. A feature of the 
meeting was a session with NHA Ad 
ministrator Blandford and members of 
his staff. Previous sessions have usually 
been limited to meetings with FPHA 
central office personnel. 

The accomplishments of the meeting 
were aided by attendance of nearly the 
entire committee membership; each 
NAHO regional council was repre 
sented. 


The session with the Office of the 
Administrator covered such items as 
the effect on local authority activities 
of closing war housing centers; the 
housing of veterans, particularly under 
the amendment to the Lanham Act 
which was recently enacted, known as 
Title V; and the role otf local authori 
ties in performing comprehensive com 
munity market analyses, participating 
in urban redevelopment plans, utilizing 
the results of federal research in hous 
ing should it be undertaken on a broad 
scale, and assisting 1n the promotion ot 
private building. 


Meeting with FPHA 


The subjects covered in the sessions 
with FPHA included a review of the 
basic relationships which should exist 
between FPHA regional offices and 
local housing authorities. The Com 
mittee strongly urged FPHA to im 
prove the quality of advisory services 
which are performed by FPHA for 
local authorities. It was agreed that 
local authorities should give more at 
tention to following established NAHO 
procedures for resolving differences of 
opinion with FPHA. In the latter con 
nection, greater use of NAHO’s re 
gional advisory committees was recom 
mended. 

A progress report was received on 
the preparation of FPHA’s “stream 
lined” development and management 
procedures, which stem from the new 
“FPHA Requirements for Urban Low- 
Rent Housing and Slum Clearance,” 
released on May 1, 1945 by FPHA. 


The Committee endorsed the new 
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FPHA procedure requiring that sim- 
plified operating statements (Form 
621) be submitted monthly, rather than 
quarterly. Further study of refinements 
of the FPHA Classification of Ac 
counts will be considered by NAHO 
as a Committee activity. 

The Committee endorsed a new 
FPHA policy which will prescribe that 
the net income of servicemen’s families 
in aided projects be computed in ac- 
cordance with the same principles 
which now apply to these families in 
war housing. 

The Committee, on its request, re- 
ceived assurance that FPHA would 
consider revising its policies and pro- 
cedures on (1) retirement of “Series 
B” Bonds under certain conditions; (2) 
the Budget Justification Form (1273a); 
(3) the basis of fixing rental income 
in the determination of vacancy and 
collection loss reserves; and (4) pay 
ments in-lieu-of taxes on trailer devel 
opments. 


ROSTERS OF NAHO REGIONAL COUNCIL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEES 


NAHO regional councils for the past 
two and a half years have made a 
practice of appointing “advisory com 
mittees” and of assigning them respon 
sibility for meeting regularly with re 
gional officers of the Federal Public 
Housing Authority and of other na 
tional agencies in the field of housing. 
(In some instances the executive com- 
mittee of the regional council serves 
also as the advisory committee.) At 
these meetings, the committees: (1) 
bring to the attention of regional ofh 
cials any current problems of operating 
policy and procedure and (2) stand 
ready to hear any comments on cur 
rent practices which the regional offices 
may have to offer. Out of the meetings 
have come substantial contributions to 
improved housing administration and 
to the advancement of the public hous 


INITIAL MEETING OF JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON HOUSING AND HEALTH 


Established jointly by NAHO and 
the American Public Health Associa 
tion, the Joint Committee on Housing 
and Health met in Washington on 
June 19 to begin work on the following 
assignment, as given to it by the two 
Associations: (1) to study the actual 
results of the provision of good housing 
as measured by its effects on morbidity 
and mortality rates and also on mental 
hygiene problems, such as those of de 
linquency; (2) to develop criteria for 
the evaluation of crude social statistics 
used in attempts to measure the ef 
fects of various housing conditions; 
(3) to translate the results of the work 
of the Committee on the Hygiene of 
Housing of the American Public 
Health Association into the adminis- 
trative practice of operating housing 
agencies; (4) to define the scope of, 
and to indicate the relationships among, 
the various types of regulations relating 
to housing, and to outline the desirable 
content of housing codes; and (5) and 
in other ways that may appear advis- 
able, to study the relationship between 
housing and _ health. 

The Committee devoted most of the 
time at this first meeting to a considera- 
tion of methods whereby authoritative 
evaluations of the effects of various 
housing conditions might be made. 
Concerned with the validity of com- 
parisons of crude statistics and with 
the need for scientific methods in eval- 
uation, the Committee felt that an 
initial contribution could be made by 
(a) indicating qualifications which 
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should be met in devising methods 
for evaluation, and (b) outlining un 
sound practices to be avoided. Chair 
man Bleecker 
the assignment of 


Marquette was given 
summarizing the 
Committee’s conclusions under these 
headings. It is intended that the sum 
mary should be made available to hous 
ing authorities and other agencies for 
use as a guide in any comparative 
studies that they might undertake. 
The members of the Joint Commit 
tee are as follows: Chairman, Bleecker 
Marquette, Executive Secretary, Better 
Housing League of Cincinnati. APHA 
appointees: Rollo H. Britten, U. S. 
Public Health Service; Dr. Alfred H. 
Surgdorf, City Health Officer, Hart 
ford, Connecticut; Dr. C. V. Craster, 
City Health Officer, Newark, New 
Jersey; Thomas Dufheld, Director of 
Records and Statistics, Department of 


Health, New York City; Dr. L. M 


Graves, Memphis, Tennessee; Dr. 
Huntington Williams, City Health 
Officer, Baltimore, Maryland. NAHO 


appointees: C. S. Ascher, Director of 
Urban Development Division, NHA; 
Henry S. Churchill, New York City; 
Dr. Paul B. Cornelly, Howard Uni 
versity Medical School, Washington, 
D. C.; Harold J. Dillehay, Executive 
Director, Housing Authority of the 
City of Charlotte, North Carolina; 
C. W. Farrier, Director of Technical 
Division, NHA; Alfred H. Fletcher, 
Department of Health, New York City; 
and B. M. Pettit, Director, Housing 
Authority of the City of New Haven. 


ing program 

One of the special tunctions which 
these committees have performed is to 
bring to the surface problems of fed 
eral-local authority relations which can 
not be solved at the regional office 
level. Such problems are referred to the 
NAHO Committee on Federal-Local 
Relations and are brought up for con 
sideration at meetings of that Commit 
tee with officials of 
FPHA or of any other federal agency 
that may be involved. 


central ofhice 


The regional councils feel that this 
mechanism for the discussion of local 
re gional federal problems 1S capabk ol 
renae ring much greater and more tre 
quent 


assistance to housing othcials 


than is now the case. Listed below are 
the rosters of the advisory committees 
for six of NAHO’s eight regional coun 
cils. (New committees are being ap 
pointed tor the New England and the 
Pacific Northwest Councils.) It is sug 
gested that whenever a problem arises 
that would benefit by discussion by the 
advisory committee for the region with 
FPHA regional officials, a statement 
of the matter be submitted to the chair 
man of the committee. 


Region II—Middle Atlantic 


For the Middle Atlantic Region, the 
Executive Committee also acts as the 


Officers and 
other members of the combined Execu 


Advisory Committee. 
tive and Advisory Committee are as 
follows: 

Sheri 
dan, Executive Director of the West 
moreland County Housing Authority; 
Regional Yewell W. 
Dillehunt, Executive Director of the 
Housing Authority of Baltimore City; 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, 
Dr. Carl A. 
of the Housing Authority of the City 
of Newark; William H. Dunn, Chair 
man of the Municipal Housing Au 
thority of the City of Schenectady; 
A. H. Fletcher, Commissioner of the 
Housing Authority of Baltimore City; 
John Thlder, Executive Officer of the 
National Capital Housing Authority; 
James B. Kelly, Executive Director of 
The Philadelphia Housing Authority; 
Frank L. Palmer, Executive Director 
of the Allegheny County Housing Au 
thority; Robert D. Sipprell, Executive 
Secretary of the Buffalo Municipal 
Robert Watson, 
Director and Secretary of 
the Housing Authority of the City of 
Atlantic City. 


Regional President, Joseph P 


Vice-President, 


Baccaro, Vice-Chairman 


Housing Authority; 
Executive 
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Region I11—Midwest 


The Executive Committee of the 
Midwest Regional Council has also 
been appointed to act as the Advisory 
Committee—with one additional per- 
son named to serve on the latter com- 
mittee: Mr. Kenneth A. Parmelee, 
Executive Director of the Housing 
Authority of the City of Gary. The 
officers and other members of the Mid- 
west Executive Committee are: Re- 
gional President, Milton Shutro, As 
sistant Executive Secretary of the Chi- 
cago Housing Authority; Regional 
Vice-President, Mrs. Ruth P. Schmie- 
deskamp, Member of the Illinois Post 
war Planning Charles 
Habekost, Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Granite City Housing Authority; El- 
mer Jolly, Executive Director of the 
Peoria Housing Authority; Clarence E. 
Keller, Commissioner of the Housing 
Authority of the City of South Bend; 
Erwin C. Meinert, Commissioner of 
the St. Louis Housing Authority; Ed- 
ward M. QOuren, General Housing 
Manager of the Housing Authority ot 
the City of Omaha; Elmer A. Suckow, 
Housing Manager of the Springfield 
Housing Authority; Al Thomas, Resi 
dent Manager of the Housing Author 
ity of the City of Gary. 


Commission; 


Region 1V—Southeastern 


In Region IV, a separate Advisory 
Committee has been appointed as fol- 
lows: Chairman, Brown Nicholson, 
Executive Director of the Housing 
Authority of the City of Columbus; 
Leo H. Dennis, Executive Director of 
the Housing Authority of the City of 
Phenix City; Thomas T. Moore, Sec- 
retary and Supervising Manager of 
the Housing Authority of the City of 
Columbia (South Carolina); Ray O. 
Edwards, Executive Director of the 
Housing Authority of Jacksonville 
(Florida); H. R. Emory, Executive 
Director of the Housing Authority of 
the City of Wilmington (North Caro- 
lina); J. A. Fowler, Executive Director 
of the Housing Authority of the City 
of Raleigh; Colin Murchison, Execu- 
tive Director of the Housing Authority 
of the City of Orlando; Jules A. 
Schwan, Executive Director of the 


Housing Authority of the City of 


Biloxi; James H. Therrell, Executive 
Director of the Housing Authority of 
the City of Atlanta. 


Region V—Southwest 


In the Southwest Region, the Execu- 
tive and Advisory Committees are the 
same, as follows: Regional President, 
L. Walter Henslee, Executive Director 
of the Housing Authority of the City 
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of Galveston; Regional Vice-President, 
R. Redding Stevenson, Chairman of 
the Housing Authority of the City of 
Little Rock; Gus J. Allison, Executive 
Director of the Housing Authority of 
the County of Pulaski (Arkansas); 
Ervin W. Blum, Executive Director of 
the Housing Authority of the City 
of Houston; Earl E. Burkhard, Fed 
eral Public Housing Authority; Walter 
A. Gail, Secretary and General Hous- 
ing Manager of the Housing Authority 
of the City and County of Denver; 
William J. Guste, Counsel for the 
Housing Authority of New Orleans; 
Robert Lealand Hunter, Secretary and 
Executive Director of the Housing 
Authority of the City of Fort Worth; 
George R. Thomson, Attorney with 
the Housing Authority of the City of 
San Antonio. 


Region ViI—Pacific Southwest 


The Pacific Southwest Regional 
Council has a separate Advisory Com 
mittee, as follows: Chairman, George 
E. Stephan, Executive Director of the 
Housing Authority of the City of 
Paso Robles; John H. Arvin, Area 
Housing Manager for the Federal Pub 
lic Housing Authority; Bartley W. 
Cavanaugh, Executive Director of the 
Housing Authority of the City of 
Sacramento; Neil P. Clark, Executive 
Assistant of the Housing Authority of 
the City of Alameda; Melville Dozier, 
Executive Director of the Housing 
Authority of the County of Los An- 
geles; Warren Harrold, Executive Di 
rector of the Housing Authority of 
the County of Contra Costa (Cali 
fornia); The Reverend Emmett Mc- 
Laughlin, Chairman of the Housing 
Authority of the City of Phoenix; 
Harriette Morgan, Housing Manager 
of the Housing Authority of the Town 
of Pleasanton (California); Harold M. 
Price, General Project Manager of the 
Housing Authority of the County of 
San Bernardino; W. J. Richards, Chair 
man of the Housing Authority of the 
City of Richmond (California); James 
D. Richardson, Deputy Executive Di- 
rector of the Housing Authority of 
the City of Vallejo; Hugh Rutledge, 
Vice-Chairman ot the Housing Author- 
ity of the City of Oakland; William 
H. Smith, Housing Manager, Tod 
Park, Tooele (Utah); Russ Westover, 
Assistant Executive Director of the 
Housing Authority of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 


Region VIII—East Central 
In the East Central Region, the 


Executive Committee is the Advisory 
Committee: Regional President, Charl 





ton D. Putnam, Director ot the Dayton 
Metropolitan Housing Authority; Re 
gional Vice-President, Stanley J. Woj 
cik, Director-Secretary of the Ham- 
tramck (Michigan) Housing Commis 
sion; Jack B. Bryan, Managing Director 
of the City of Lexington (Kentucky) 
Municipal Housing Commission; Nich 
olas H. Dosker, Administrator of the 
City of Louisville Municipal Housing 
Commission; George Garties, Director 
ot the Cincinnati Metropolitan Hous 
ing Authority; S. Clyde Jarret, Seer 
tary-Treasurer and Housing Manager 
of the Housing Authority of the City 
of Charleston (West Virginia); Dr. 
Robert F. Pulley, Member of the To 
ledo Metropolitan Housing Authority. 


Chapters 


New York Chapter Organizes 


About 40 NAHO members from 
New York City and vicinity met in 
New York on the evening of June 
25 to consider the report of the com 
mittee appointed at a previous meeting 
(see the May Journal, page 78) to 
prepare bylaws as a basis for chapter 
organization. The proposed bylaws 
were adopted, with some revisions de 
signed to expedite chapter operations, 
and will be submitted to the Executive 
Committee of the Middle Atlantic 
Regional Council for approval. The 
chapter will be known as the Metro 
politan New York Chapter, and_ its 
area of operation will consist of New 
York City and adjoining counties in 
New York State. An interesting feature 
of the chapter organization is the es 
tablishment of four standing commit 
tees—on development (covering plan 
ning and construction); administration 
and management; fiscal matters (in 
cluding also financial and legal); and 
membership—the chairmen of which, 
together with the officers, will con 
stitute the executive committee. Adop 
tion of the bylaws was followed by 
the election of officers: President, Al- 
fred Rheinstein, former Chairman otf 
the New York City Housing Author- 
ity; Vice-President, John A. Kervick, 
Director of FPHA Region II; Secre- 
tary, James J. Boyle, Manager of 
Queensbridge Houses (New York City 
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Housing Authority); and Treasurer, 
Michael J. Mullen, Real Estate De- 
partment, Bowery Savings Bank. The 
officers will serve until the annual 
meeting, which is scheduled for some 
time in November. 


Washington Chapter Round 
Table Sessions Continue 


The round table of NAHO’s Wash- 
ington Chapter on Housing and Urban 
Social Organization met late in May 
to hear Dr. E. Franklin Frazier, Head 
of the Sociology Department, Howard 
University, discuss a number of as- 
pects of the general subject of com- 
munity participation in making hous- 
ing decisions—particularly ways of 
determining the extent to which fami- 
lies of different educational, economic, 
and racial groups can be integrated 
into a single neighborhood. 

A second round table, on Housing 
and Urban Physical Structure, met at 
about the same time with Jacob Crane 
of NHA to examine British experience 
in community planning and housing. 
On June 14, the two groups met for a 
joint session with the third round table 
group organized under the Chapter— 
on Housing and the Urban Economy. 
The joint session was under the chair- 
manship of Charles Ascher and heard 
a statement from John Ihlder on some 
aspects of housing and the urban 
economy which had not previously 
been considered in the discussions of 
the three round tables. Following the 
presentation, the group sought to find 
the common denominators which might 
unify the areas of the housing problem 
which had been separately discussed 
by the three round table groups. 


Vallejo Chapter Membership 
Increases 


The membership of the Vallejo 
Chapter, which has always been larger 
than any of the other local groups of 
NAHO, went up by 13 during the 
past month. In addition, a telegraphic 
request for 300 application cards came 
in to the office early in June and un- 
doubtedly presages a still further mem- 
bership increase. 


Southern California Chapter 
Makes Tours 


The following is a report on the 
spring activities of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Chapter of NAHO: 

“The Southern California Chapter 
made a tour of Baldwin Hills Village, 
private housing project in Los Angeles, 
under the leadership of Roger C. John- 
son, chapter president. Following a 
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ABNER H. FERGUSON, Commis 
sioner of the Federal Housing Ad 
ministration since 1940 and a member 
of the FHA staff since its creation in 
1934, has resigned from FHA as of 
July 1 to resume the practice of law 
in Washington. As one of his new 
responsibilities, he will act as Washing 
ton counsel and mortgage consultant 
for the United States Savings and Loan 
League. 


ELIZABETH SHORT and JOHN 
SCHLARB, JR., of The Housing Au 
thority of the City of Tacoma were 
married on May 31. Mrs. Schlarb is 
the Authority’s Administrative Assist 
ant and Mr. Schlarb is its Executive 
Director. 


MORRIS MILLER, former Assist- 
ant General Counsel of USHA, has 
been released from service with the 
United States Coast Guard and _ has 
opened a private law office in Wash- 
ington. He will act as general counsel 
of the National Public Housing Con 
ference, handling 
legal work. 


DR. BRYN J. HOVDE, former Ad- 
ministrator of the Pittsburgh Housing 
Authority, will take office on August 
1 as Director of the New School for 
Social Research in New York City. He 
leaves his position with the State De 
partment, where he has been Chief of 
the Division of Cultural Cooperation 
since the fall of 1944. 


its legislative and 


‘dinner served in the Community Hall 
by nursery school teachers from the 
Banning Homes development, a talk 
on ‘How a Limited Dividend Cor- 
poration Operates’ was given by 
Robert E. Alexander, one of the archi- 
tects who designed Baldwin Hills Vil- 
lage. George Getz was program chair- 
man. 

“During another meeting the chap- 
ter was the guest of the California 
Shipbuilding Corporation on Terminal 
Island in Los Angeles Harbor. John 
D. Burton, director of public relations, 
gave the principal talk following an 
inspection trip. Another speaker was 
W. S. Van Doren, head of Employees 
Facilities of Cal-Ship. 

“Phyllis Sperling, management aide 
at Banning Homes, has been elected 
secretary-treasurer of the chapter, re- 
placing Eileen Murdoch, who re- 
signed.” 


JESSE EPSTEIN, former Executive 
Director of the Housing Authority ot 
the City of Seattle, became the Director 
of FPHA’s Region VII office on June 
16, replacing Frank M. Crutsinger, now 
in the Washington FPHA office as 
Foreign Shelter Division Director. 


TALBOT WEGG, former Assistant 
Director for Development in FPHA’s 
Region VII office, as of June 30 re 
signed his position to enter privat 
architectural practice in Seattle. He 


had been with the regional office since 
1942. 


BENJAMIN GLASSBERG has been 
named Detroit FPHA area representa 
tive succeeding George Schermer. He 
has been with UNRRA for the past 
year as the Director of Country Op 
erations, Division of Displaced Persons 


PAUL STANNARD was expected 
to be released from the Army as of 
June 30 to take a position with UN 
RRA as Assembly Director 
somewhere in Germany. He will direct 
a trained. staff 
will be the 
and repatriation of approximately 10, 
000 Allied nationals who have been 


Centre 
whose responsibility 
assembly, rehabilitation, 


held prisoner as slave laborers in Ger 
many. The assignment involves the 
shelter, sub 


provision of temporary 


sistence medical care, identification, 
passport arrangements, and transporta 
tion back to. the 


countries, 


BRICE MARTIN has been ap 
pointed Executive Director of the Ili 
nois State Housing Board, to take office 
July 16. He is now with the Region 
VIII FPHA office and was at one time 
Decatur 


pr isoners’ home 


Executive Director of the 
(Illinois) Housing Authority. 


BEATRICE G. ROSAHN is in 
FPHA’s central office editing a text 
book on housing management for us¢ 
by local housing authorities. She is 
working under the direction of Abra 
ham Goldfeld in the Management 
Standards and Services Division. Mrs. 
Rosahn was transferred to Washington 
from the Region I FPHA office, where 
she had been since 1943—for the past 
year as manager of three war housing 
developments. 


HELEN A. SHUFORD writes trom 
California, where her Navy officer hus- 
band is stationed: “Ask me about ‘hous 
ing problems’—I've applied at the War 
Housing Center—filled out applications 

-answered ads—been interviewed and 
could give lessons to frigid reception 
ists and brush-off artists—we live at 
255 G Avenue, Coronado, California. 

Lt. and Mrs. (Shufe) Charles H. 
Slayman, Jr.” 
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Louis Brownlow 


holding the beer bung mallet which 
he used in conducting NAHO's Balti 
more Conference of 1934—the con 
ference from which came ''A Hous- 
ing Program for the United States’ 


On April 30 of this year Mr. Brown 
low retired as Director of the Public 
Administration Clearing House and 
indirectly, thereby, from public service. 
His retirement, which was announced 
early in 1944, has been marked all 
during the past year by tributes from 
many groups and types of public ofh 
cials to whose programs he has con 
tributed during his forty-five years ot 
service in the field of 
national, and international public ad 
ministration. 

Housing has been one of the public 
programs to profit by Mr. Brownlow’s 
efforts. He related the story of these 
efforts to NAHO’s 1942 annual meet 
ing, also held in Baltimore, at which 
time the above picture was taken. The 
“gavel” which Mr. Brownlow is hold- 
ing carries the words: “Louis Brown 
low’s gavel. The best conference chair- 
man in the world. National Associa- 
tion of Housing Officials, Baltimore 
Conference, October, 1934.” The gavel 
is a business-like weapon—a beer bung 
mallet provided by Joe Tufts from the 
hotel kitchen in an emergency when 
Mr. Brownlow reported that the meet- 
ing had become unruly and that he 
was without any means of controlling 
it. 

The 1934 Baltimore conference to 
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local, state, 





which the statement on the gavei refers 
was the first major conference called 
by NAHO. Its purpose was to review 
the recommendations of three Euro 
pean housing experts (Sir Raymond 
Unwin of England, Dr. Ernst Kahn of 
Germany, and Miss Alice Samuels of 
England), whom NAHO had brought 
to this country to study the problems 
of the slums and of the low-rent 
housing supply of the United States 
The report of these three persons and 
of the two Americans who accom 
panied them on a seven weeks’ tour of 
the principal cities of the country (Mr. 
Henry Wright and Mr. Ernest Bohn) 
was combined with the conclusions 
reached at the 
to become 


Jaltimore conference 
“A Housing Program for 
the United States’—an outline for a 
“low-cost housing program” that played 
a major role in the creation of what 
is now known as the FPHA-aided 
program. 


Chairs Many Housing Meetings 


Not only was Mr. Brownlow chair 
man of this key housing meeting; he 
was also chairman of many other im 
portant housing meetings both before 
and after it. His 1942 Baltimore speech, 
in fact, more or less reconstructs the 
development of the low-rent housing 
program in terms of the meetings of 
which he was chairman. On that oc 
casion, he said that he first became 
interested in housing back in 1912 and 
1913. He said: “My interest in hous 
ing, and my particular interest in hous 
ing as a function of government, 
began then. At that same time Mrs. 
Edith Elmer Wood was making a hous 
ing survey in the District of Columbia. 
Shortly thereafter Mr. Wilson was 
elected President. Mrs. Wilson, as you 
will remember, immediately began a 
program of agitation for the rehousing 
of alley dwellers in Washington. 

The fact that that program was stopped 
by the first World War is one of the 
things about that period that is to be 
regretted, perhaps. Nevertheless, that 
was the beginning of my interest in 
public housing. 

“In 1915 I became Commissioner of 
the District of Columbia and, then, for 
several years I was a city official—six 
years there, three years as city manager 
of Petersburg, three in that same capac 
ity in Knoxville—and then I went to 
the City Housing Corporation in New 
York. At that time the City Housing 
Corporation was about to build Rad- 
burn, ‘the town for the motor age,’ 
and for the first time I became per 
sonally involved in the problem of 
building, although I had no respon- 
sibility whatever and was just the 
person who tried to fit what the archi- 





tects and the engineers and the m n 
agers and the financiers were doing 
into the community life.” 


The summer of 1933 Mr. Brownloy 


presided over a housing conference 

Cleveland that had much to do wit 
the early operations of the PWA Hous 
ing Division. At that time he had 
been Director of the Public Adminis 
tration Clearing House for three years 


and was actively developing his theory 
that government in the United States 
could be made more satisfactory 

administrative organization, techniques 
and methods were improved. He felt 
that the way to achieve this goal was 
officials that the 
responsibility for such 


to convince public 
improvement 
lay with them —that, therefore, or 
ganizations of such officials should ly 
set up to provide a means tor an ex 
change of information on administra 
tive processes. Through Mr. Brown 
low’s efforts, grants trom the Spelman 
Fund (a Rockefeller fund) were made 
for the purpose of assisting various 
organizations of public officials to es 
tablish national headquarters or sec 
retariats. One of these was the Na 
tional Association of Housing Officials. 


Organizes NAHO 
NAHO, however, 


Mr. Brownlow not only secured Spel 


In the case of 


man money for its creation—he virtu 
ally created it. It was he who combed 
the country for enough “housing ofh 
cials” to meet the Spelman require 
ments; it was he who called the or 
ganization meeting at International 
House in Chicago on November 25, 
1933; it was he who presided at that 
meeting. As Mr. 
describes the event: 


3rownlow himself 

“The Fund couldn’t give any money 
tor just the people who were interested 
in housing; they had to be officials. So 
we started with nineteen members, 
that being all the housing officials 
there were in the United States. By 
groups the housing officials fell into the 
following categories. There were local 
ones—they were very tenuous of title 
but they were good enough. There was 
a committee of the City Council of 
Cleveland and there was a committee 
of the City Council of Milwaukee. 
That was the full extent of the partici 
pation of local government in housing. 
Then there were three state housing 
boards: one in New York, which had 
been going for several years; one in 
Illinois; and one in Delaware, where 
enabling legislation had just been 
passed. Then there were two official 
agencies in the federal government: 
one was the Housing Division of PWA 
and one was the Housing Section of 
FERA, which at that time existed only 
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Selected 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


AVAILABLE\FROM NAHO 


All orders must be prepaid unless the pur- 


chaser is a public agency or a library, or 
obtains permission to buy on a charge basis 





0227. THE POST-WAR WORLD 
ROLE OF THE CONSTRUCTION 
INDUSTRY. 18 pp. Free on request 
to NAHO. Published by the Chicago 
Building Congress; records the state- 
ments delivered at its annual confer 
ence by Beardsley Ruml, Paul D. 
Angell, and Jerrold Loebl regarding 
stabilization of the construction in 
dustry. 


AVAILABLE FROM OTHERS 





HOME OWNERSHIP: Is It Sound? 
by John P. Dean. (See listing in May 
Journal, page 83.) 


“Home Ownership: Is It Sound”? is 
an able statement of facts to be 
weighed by any prospective home 
buyer who wants a complete picture 
of what he is undertaking. The book 
would be less irritating to the vast 
home-selling interests and more true to 
its title, if the second part of that title 
read “When Is It Sound”’? 

The author indicates that he is 
aware of the dual nature of the task 
of expounding on the risks of home 
ownership—first the collection of facts; 
and second, their presentation where, 
when, and how they will be of value 
to the public in general and particu- 


in Texas. We assembled all of them, 
however, in a meeting. They all were 
represented and so NAHO got started.” 

NAHO thus became one of the six- 
teen organizations of public officials 
housed in a building owned by Public 
Administration Clearing House and 
sharing research and consulting services 
provided by PACH. Through the 
daily contacts which this arrangement 
permitted, Mr. Brownlow continued his 
interest in and contributions to the 
housing program which began back in 
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larly to the prospective purchaser. Dr. 
Dean's scholarly approach to the col 
lection and organization of facts leaves 
almost completely untouched the larger 
task of getting the information to the 
people who need it. 
tions the sense 


He rightly ques 
of the federal govern 
ment consistently tooting the whistle 
for home ownership over a period of 
years and also having to engage in 
gigantic life saving activities for the 
shipwrecked owners to whom it gave 
no hint of the economic reefs and 
shoals that would beset their voyage 

The description of the tremendous 
organizational and financial strength of 
the forces working for ownership (de 
sirable or unwise) makes it very plain 
that government is the only agency 
that could undertake the educational 
campaign necessary to put home owner 
ship on a basis that would be socially 
and economically sound. Certainly on 
can not conceive of any commercial 
interest, publishing 
houses or advertising firms that might 
be employed, making a profit out of 


aside from. the 


the popular presentation of the sort of 
facts that are needed to make home 
buying even approximately a rational 
step for many families. It will un 
doubtedly be difficult to inaugurate ot 
to sustain effective government in 
formational activity. The same emo 
tionalism that sustains much of the 
pressure for home buying would resist 
what would wrongly, but none the less 
effectively, be termed an attack on the 
“cornerstone of American life,” “the 
sacred right of every family,” ete. Onc 
can almost predict 


word for word 


1912. His retirement from PACH 
brings to the directorship another man 
with a long history of service to hous 
ing—Mr. Herbert Emmerich, former 
Commissioner of the Federal Public 
Housing Authority and previously Ex 
ecutive Vice-President of the City 
Housing Corporation of New York 
City. Mr. Brownlow is continuing with 
PACH as a consultant, especially in 
the field of collaboration with interna 
tional organizations 
public administration. 


concerned with 


what would appear 1n the Congres 
sional Record. 

Che torceful and continuous presen 
tation of the honest pros and cons of 


home ownership shoul LA part ota 
market an 


ysis for every metropolitan area in 


continuing real property 


a 
some detail, and for the entire country 
in a more general way. It has been 
this reviewer's contention for some 
years that in many ways the real pi 
ture of the whole real estate market, 
including home ownership facts, is 
just as worthy of presentation, and as 
important, as the weather reports In 
the past, with the exception of a few 
federal efforts, this vital real estate in 
formation has been lacking, or what 
there was has been presented mainly 
by private associations in the real estate 
held. Their opinions represented largely 
the “feelings” of their various members, 
and naturally they were interested ex 
clusively in the greatest possible finan 
cial gain for these members 


The text of the book as well as the 
suggestions for further study highlight 
several notable deficiencies in our pres 
ent knowledge about home ownership 
Two of the most important are the 
lack of facts about the cost of operating 
and maintaining typical owner-occu 
pied single-family homes, and the ac 
tual financial histories of home pur 
chasers and the properties that they 
purchased. The author ably points out 
that the tragic errors encountered by 
unwise home buyers in the past seldom 
constitute more than a lesson and pen 
alty for the family in question (which 
usually does not have a chance to try 
again) and do not contribute to gen 
eral knowledge that can be used to 
prevent similar mistakes in the future. 

The volume is a good starting point 
for the relatively small band of people 
who now want to discover and to 
spread the known facts about owner 
ship in order that the institution may 
become a real strength and _ blessing 
for America rather than remain. the 
somewhat harmful slogan that it has 
been in the past. 


Edmond H. Hoben 


BUILDING HEATING GUIDE, 
by K. C. Richmond. 1942. 47 pp. 10 
cents. Coal-Heat Magazine, 20 West 
Jackson 
Tells how to cut heating costs, save 


Soulevard, Chicago, Illinois 


fuel, reduce heat losses, improve heat 
ing results, and protect health through 
proper use of heating equipment. 


DENVER HOUSING CODE: Or- 
dinance 27. August 26, 1944. 7 pp. 10 
cents. City and County of Denver, 
Building Department, 385 City and 
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County Building, Denver, Colorado. 
The text of the municipal ordinance 
which defines substandard housing and 
provides for the vacation and demoli- 
tion of such structures. Reviewed in 
October 1944 Journal of HOUSING. 


DISCUSSION OF PRINCIPLES 
TO BE INCORPORATED IN 
STATE URBAN REDEVELOP- 
MENT ENABLING ACTS. June 
1945. 4 pp. 25 cents. Technical Bulletin 
No. 2, Urban Land Institute, 1737 K 
Street, N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 
An analysis of proposed and enacted 
state urban redevelopment legislation, 
together with fourteen urban redevelop- 
ment legislation principles which the 
Institute considers desirable. 


FPHA REQUIREMENTS FOR 
URBAN LOW-RENT HOUSING 
AND SLUM CLEARANCE. May 1, 
1945. 37 pp. 10 cents. Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Defines “the relationship between the 
Local Authority and the FPHA so that 
the participation of both may be most 
effective. The content of these Require- 
ments is in large measure directed by 
the provisions of the United States 
Housing Act and other applicable Fed- 
eral statutes.” Will form the basis of 
FPHA’s revised Manual of Operations. 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF 
THE CONNECTICUT STATE 
HOUSING AUTHORITY. December 
31, 1944. 70 pp. Connecticut State 
Housing Authority, 418 State Office 
Building, Hartford, Connecticut. Re- 
counts activity of the Authority’s first 
year of operation. A major portion of 
the report deals with a study of state 
housing conditions and a recommended 
state building code. Contains many 
useful maps and charts and a list of 
housing developments in the state. 


HEARINGS BEFORE THE SUB- 
COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND 
URBAN REDEVELOPMENT OF 
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
POST-WAR ECONOMIC POLICY 
AND PLANNING. Parts 12 to 15, 4 
volumes. 1945. Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Cov- 
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Dr. Charles E. Merriam 
Political Science Department 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 


ers the Taft Committee hearings on 
January 17 and 19 and on February 6 
and 7. Part 15 contains an index to 
the complete testimony in Parts 6 to 
15, inclusive. 


HOUSING: TODAY AND TO- 
MORROW. June 10, 1945. 17 pp. 10 
cents. No. 377, University of Chicago 
Round Table, Chicago 37, Illinois. A 
transcript of a recent radio discussion 
by NHA Administrator John B. Bland- 
ford, Jr., former FPHA Commissioner 
Herbert Emmerich, and Ferd Kramer, 
President of the Metropolitan Housing 
Council of Chicago. 


MILWAUKEE: Ordinance, Rules 
and Regulations Relating to Housing. 
1945. 11 pp. free. The text of Mil- 
waukee’s Housing Code, together with 
Housing Rules and Regulations of the 
Commissioner of Health. Reviewed in 
December 1944 Journal of HOUSING: 


MUNICIPALITIES AND THE 
LAW IN ACTION: A Record of City 
Experience Covering the Third Year 
of the War. 1945. 500 pp. $10.00. 
National Institute of Municipal Law 
Officers, 730 Jackson Place, N.W., 
Washington 6, D. C. A comprehensive 
“record of the legal experience of cities 
in 1944 from all over the United States 
as compiled by city attorneys. The 
material collected . . . covers the un- 
usual problems of cities during the 
third year of War as well as the or- 
dinary problems with which cities are 
constantly concerned.” 


PAINTING AND DECORATING, 
by J. Ralph Dazell and Alvah Horton 
Sabin. 1945. $1.50. American Technical 
Society, Chicago, Illinois. Explains basic 
principles for the application of com- 
monly used paints and varnishes to all 
types of surfaces. Presents a useful 
system of estimating materials and 
labor costs of painting. 


RACIAL RESIDENTIAL SEGRE- 
GATION BY STATE COURT EN- 
FORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIVE 
AGREEMENTS, COVENANTS OR 
CONDITIONS IN DEEDS IS UN- 
CONSTITUTIONAL, by D. O. Mc- 
Govney. California Law Review, March 
1945. Vol. 33, No. 1, pp. 5-39. Single 
copies of Review 90 cents. Cites evi- 


a 15 


dence leading to the conclusion that 
restrictive covenants, which deny the 
right of certain racial groups to own 
or occupy particular properties, violate 
the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments 
to the Constitution. 


MUNICIPAL YEAR BOOK 1945: 
The authoritative résumé of activities 
and statistical data of American cities. 
1945. 603 pp. $8.50. International 
City Managers’ Association, 1313 East 
Sixtieth Street, Chicago 37, Illinois. 
“The chief purpose of this volume 
continues to be that of supplying 
municipal officials with discussions of 
the current problems of cities through 
out the country, facts and statistics on 
individual city activities, and analyses 
of trends by population groups.” 





ANSWER... 


to Quiz on page 113. 

New York (12,971 low-rent units), At- 
lanta (4994), New Orleans (4881), 
Chicago (4076), and Boston (3494). 
(These figures do not include any hous- 

ing used for war workers.) 








MEMBERSHIP 
INFORMATION 


Individual Active ................$10 
Individual Associate ............ 5 


Individual — Junior Active 
(for those with incomes 


under $1600) .................... 


Management Division, 
tive or Subscriber.......... 


RE . 25 
and upward in multiples 
of $25, at the option of 
the member. 


Agency—aues are based on the 
number of dwelling units 
owned by a public housing 
agency, starting at $20 as the 
minimum. 


Complete details available 
upon request. 
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